
55th Dalry Scout Leaders Steven and Angela and chairperson John Hopkins 
extreme right, accept the bumper cheque from Community Windpower’s 
Sandra Scott and Director Diane Wood . 
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“We’re totally focussed 
on our host communities 
– the Scouts demonstrat-
ed a real need and we’re 
delighted to help.”                
                         Diane Wood

There’s more to 
West Kilbride than 
being an attractive 
town says reporter 
Allison Jack.
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“This demonstrates the help that 
a community can get from some-
thing like a wind farm. I don’t 
think people realise just how 
beneficial they can be to a com-
munity like ours. We have many 
boys and girls spread across the 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers at the 
moment. They are really looking 

forward to big changes. At pre-
sent we are helping out the local 
Girls Brigade who are using our 
hall while the church is under-
going a re-fit. That’s the kind of 
thing we will be able to do more 
of once our own refurbishment is 
complete. Ideally we would like to 
have it finished by the end of the 

year.”
One of the big changes the 

couple want to make to the build-
ing is for disabled access.

“SHOCKED and very happy indeed”, that was the response 
from Group Scout Leaders Angela and Steven Horswell when 
they were presented with a bumper cheque from BeGreen/
Community Windpower.

Angela said: We are desperate 
to be as all inclusive as possible 
and that means providing disa-
bled access to the hall for mem-
bers and visitors who require 
access via ramps and such. We 
want to make it more inviting 
and modern and with this incred-
ible donation are now well on our 
way. I’ve been involved with the 
Scouts for 14 years since my own 
kids went and I’ve never heard 
of a donation anywhere on this 
scale. I can’t wait for the work to 
be started  and to be able to help 
out our fellow organisations, we 
want to share our good fortune, 
that’s what it’s all about really.

We can’t thank The Commu-
nity Windpower team enough 
and Sandra and Pete at BeGreen 
too. 

Maybe we’ve managed to go 
some small way by incorporating 
a wind farm logo into our new 
scout badge!”

The 55th Dalry Scouts meet 
every Sunday 6.30pm - 8.30pm. 
The Cubs on a Monday from 
6.30pm – 8.30pm and the Beavers 
each Wednesday 6pm-7pm.

EAS CAN HELP 
WITH FUEL BILL 
ADVICE . . . PAGE 3

YOUGOV POLL – 
WINDPOWER
SUPPORT . . . PAGE 3

AYRSHIRE WINDFARM SUCCESS FLITS TO SANQUHAR!   PAGE 5

“We knew that BeGreen make 
regular donations to local organi-
sations said Angela, “but never in 
our wildest dreams did we expect 
anything like this. We’ve been 
doing the usual fundraising stuff 
like quiz nights, bag packing and 
raffles to raise the balance of the 
money we require and aim to do 
a table top sale soon but this do-
nation takes us to a whole new 
level.”

The donation of £100,000 to 
help meet the costs of refurbish-
ing the 55th Dalry Scouts hall in 
Smith Street comes directly from 
funds generated by Community 
Windpower’s local wind farm at 
Millour Hill.

Community Windpower Di-
rector, Diane Wood, who helped 
make the presentation to a 
stunned Angela explained: “We 
are totally focussed on our host 
communities and when we heard 
about the Scouts through our Be-
Green shop at the Cross felt that 
we could really do something pos-
itive for the area.

“The Scouts demonstrated a 
real need and with their plans to 
make their refurbished premises 
available to other organisations, 
well they ticked all the boxes. We 
were delighted to help.”

Steven was as shocked as An-
gela at the scale of financial help 
the Scouts have received. He said: 

COMPLETE THE FORM ON PAGE 10
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PLAYING our part in local life while 
generating cash for the community 

Welcome to North Ayrshire T oday, a free publication pro-
duced and distributed to more than 12,000 local homes and 
businesses and funded by BeGreen in Dalry.

Our purpose is to inform and entertain and to help resi-
dents engage with community activities and organisations 
throughout the towns and villages of North Ayrshire.

There’s so much going on around the area that goes unher-
alded or is simply missed as people go about busy daily lives.

Within our pages we feature football and fisheries, tell the 
stories of craft towns and country parks and highlight Dalry’s 
very own kiltmaker - not to mention a £100,000 donation from 
Community Windpower to local Scouts, a move that will trans-
form their facilities and, in time, help the greater community 
at large.

In addition we demonstrate what green energy and Be-
Green brings to North Ayrshire. For instance did you know 
that, in partnership with Community Windpower, we’ve do-
nated almost £1.3 million to our local host communities since 
beginning operations in 2006?

Our Education Ranger works with local schools and groups, 
our BeGreen shop welcomes callers at The Cross in Dalry, while 
our turbines produce clean power for Scotland, helping the 
country meet the most ambitious renewable energy targets in 
the world.

So you see, we are proud that BeGreen and Community 
Windpower are at the very core of community life here in North 
Ayrshire. But we take nothing for granted. We are continually 
working to improve all aspects of our activities and to maintain 
strong links with the people who live here as we place green 
energy at the heart of our communities while raising and do-
nating real cash for local projects and groups.

If you have any questions about BeGreen or Community 
Windpower just pop in to our Dalry shop or contact us at any of 
the contact points on this page.

In the meantime please enjoy our community newspaper,
North Ayrshire Today.

Pete Boustead hands over a cheque for £500 to help provide homework 
books for Dalry Primary School

A BUSY SUMMER AHEAD 
FOR PRESTWICK

Management at Prestwick 
have just taken on 50 extra staff 
to help people moving through 
the terminal building during the 
busy holiday season.

Recent figures show a 29% 
increase on passenger numbers 

AYRSHIRE’S airport is gearing up for a busy summer follow-
ing growth in its passenger numbers at the end of last year.

compared with the previous year.
Airport Chief Executive Iain 

Cochrane said: “January’s figures 
represent a satisfying start to the 
year and the outlook for the rest 
of 2013 is very encouraging as we 
continue to adapt to the challeng-

SATURDAY MAY 18 2013SATURDAY MAY 18 2013

Contact Contact Christine at J & J McCosh Christine at J & J McCosh 
12 The Cross, Dalry KA24 5AB12 The Cross, Dalry KA24 5AB

Telephone: 01294 832112Telephone: 01294 832112

DAL RYDAL RY
AGRICULTURAL SHOWAGRICULTURAL SHOW

LOCAL ENERGY 
ADVICE RIGHT HERE, 
RIGHT NOW!

LOCAL ENERGY ADVICE
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
LOCAL CRAFTS FOR SALE

Need help? Can’t understand 
an application form? 
Bamboozled by red tape?

No problem, just pop in to 
BeGreen and we’ll do what 
we can to help. The kettle is 
always to hand together with a 
biscuit or two and good solid 
advice on all aspects of energy 
help and advice.

We’re open 4 days:
Monday: 10am – 2pm 
Tuesday: 10am – 4pm
Thursday: 1pm – 4pm 
Friday: 9.30am – 1.30pm

5 The Cross,
Dalry KA24 5AL
Telephone: 01294 835881
Email:
begreendalry@btconnect.com

es of an ever-evolving industry.
“Thanks to new routes and 

extra frequencies announced by 
our partner Ryanair for our sum-
mer programme, looking ahead 
we expect passenger numbers 
will continue to rise.”

The changing face of The Cross
THERE’S much to admire in the architecture around 
North Ayrshire. In Dalry we have beautiful churches, 
seemingly timeless buildings and a Cross area well 
on the way to a return to its former glory.

Current ongoing works will help achieve these big improve-
ments to the streetscape. Work continues as the King’s Arms Hotel 
exterior undergoes continuing remedial work while just across the 
road refurbishment work will transform Trinity Church. 

 



Worried about your 
Energy Bills?
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A recent YouGov poll of more 
than 1000 Scottish adults has 
shown overwhelming support for 
the Scottish Government’s ap-
proach to green and renewable 
energy.

The poll results were pub-
lished at the Scottish Renewables 
annual conference in Edinburgh.

Support for wind power at 62 
per cent is running at twice that 
for nuclear power, which only 
registered 32 per cent in the sur-
vey. 

A fascinating aspect of the 
poll was the public’s attitude 
to wind farms. At least three in 
every five people would support 
wind farms in their communities 
and about 69 per cent said they 
would not be put off from visiting 
an area due to the presence of a 
large wind farm. 

Furthermore the poll discov-
ered that 76 per cent of people 
would prefer their electricity to 
come from low carbon sources.

The results came as no sur-
prise to Rob Fryer, Project Direc-
tor of Community Windpower 
Limited. He said: ‘Scottish public 

North Ayrshire is playing its part as Scots put the environment 
ahead of nuclear power

SCOTS SUPPORT WINDPOWER 
IN YOUGOV POLL BY

ALLISON JACK

opinion is very strong when it 
comes to environmental issues. 
Obviously the Holyrood Govern-
ment is reflecting that opinion 
and putting Scotland at the fore-
front of the renewables revolu-
tion making us world leaders. 

“Since Community Wind-
power began generating power 
in North Ayrshire we’ve built up 
a terrific relationship with the 

communities close by. I would 
suggest that locals here have a 
far greater understanding of the 
benefits a properly developed 
wind farm brings to the environ-
ment, Ayrshire and Scotland. 
Public awareness in Scotland is 
at an all-time high which is very 
encouraging.”

Environment Minister, Paul 
Wheelhouse MSP, said that a ma-

jority of every political party’s 
supporters also supported wind-
farm developments, even when 
they were sited within their own 
locality. When asked if they would 
be for or against the development 
of large-scale wind energy proj-
ects being built in their council 
area, 77% of SNP supporters, 
71% of Liberal Democrat sup-
porters, 64% of Labour support-

ers and 53% of Conservative sup-
porters said they were in favour.

 Mr Wheelhouse pointed out 
that the poll had coincided with 
thousands of people around Scot-
land taking part in early spring in 
support of WWF’s Earth Hour.

SPRING is in the air, later than 
expected, and many of us will be 
glad to start to turn down our 
heating after a long winter and 
to ease the pressure on our home 
energy bills.

Around a third of Scots strug-
gle to keep warm at home and 
worry about their energy bills – 
and it’s not just older people who 
are affected. Lots of people are 
now getting into debt, or turning 

BeGreen and Energy Action Scotland can help with fuel bill advice explains Allison Jack

off the heating early, or choosing 
between whether to put a heater 
on or to cook a hot meal, this is 
the case across the country and 
sadly North Ayrshire is no differ-
ent.

But there is help out there 
– and Energy Action Scotland 
wants to spread the word about 
it!  Energy Action Scotland is the 
national charity campaigning on 
behalf of people in Scotland who 
can’t afford to heat their homes.

Here’s some information from 
Energy Action Scotland for you – 
or for you to pass on to someone 
you know. 

Norman Kerr, Energy Ac-
tion Scotland’s Director says: “If 
you’re cold at home or worried 
about paying your energy bills, 
then see the Home Energy Scot-
land website or call their Hotline 
on freephone 0800 512 012 – or 
pop in to have a chat at your local 
BeGreen Shop”.

Home Energy Scotland is the 
advice line with information on 

all Scottish Government energy 
efficiency initiatives and expert 
advice on how to save energy and 
money in the home.

Advisors can - tell you what 
grants might be available to you 
for insulation, heating systems 
or boilers – help you find out how 
energy efficient your home is - 
check to make sure you’re get-
ting all the benefits or tax credits 
you’re entitled to - find out if you 
qualify for a discount from your 
gas or electricity supplier.
Why a Warm, Energy 
Effi cient Home is Important

It’s important to make sure 
that the whole of your home is 
heated to a comfortable level.  
Moving from a warm room to 
a very cold room can be bad for 
your health. It is much better to 
keep all the rooms in your home 
heated to a reasonable level so 
that you can move around with-
out noticing any changes in tem-
perature. Older people and those 
with chronic illnesses need to 

take extra care about keeping 
warm. 

The recommended tempera-
tures are:  
■ 21°C for the main living areas 

such as the living room - but if 
you’re aged over 70 the living 
room temperature should be 
23°C

■ 18°C for other areas such as 
bedrooms, bathrooms and 
halls.

Don’t let the temperature 
indoors fall below 16°C … tem-
peratures lower than 9°C for two 
hours or more can be really dan-
gerous.

Handy Hints
These handy hints will help to make your home warmer and save on 
your energy bills:

■ Your hot-water tank should have at least 8cm (3 inches) of 
insulation. This will reduce the cost of heating the water and keep 
it hot for longer. If there is a thermostat on the hot-water tank it 
should be set at 63°C (140°F) which is usually hot enough for most 
household use.

■ Only switch the hot water on for the hours when hot water is 
needed. It is more expensive to leave it on all day.

■ Heavy curtains at the windows will help to keep the heat in and 
closing them as soon as it starts to go dark also helps.  But curtains 
should be tucked behind any radiators at the windows.

■ A small shelf about 5cm (2 inches) above radiators will push warm 
air towards the centre of the room.

■ The central heating room thermostat should be set at 21°C (70°F) 
for your living room.  Don’t waste energy by opening windows if 
you’re too warm - turn the room thermostat or individual radiator 
control down instead.

■ Use low energy lightbulbs. They last 12 times longer than ordinary 
lightbulbs and use only a fi fth of the electricity.

■ Don’t leave appliances on standby but switch them off at the wall 
instead.

I WOULD SUGGEST LOCALS 
HERE HAVE A FAR GREATER 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
WINDFARM BENEFITS

Norman Kerr

“Given that, this year, WWF 
have chosen the focus of Earth 
Hour to be renewable energy, I 
am delighted that this YouGov 
polling shows cross-party support 
for wind energy,” he said, “Scot-
land is a world leader in tackling 
climate change and in renewable 
energy – and the government will 
continue to pursue its target for 
renewable energy to produce the 
equivalent of 100% of electricity 
from renewables for Scotland by 
2020.”

Niall Stewart, chief execu-
tive of Scottish renewables said: 
“It appears people recognise that 
renewables play to many of Scot-
land’s strengths, crucially our 
outstanding natural resources 
and the long and proud legacy 
of our energy industries: coal, oil 
and gas and now renewables.”

A majority of every 
political party’s supports 
also support windfarm 
development
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Wind farms are playing a big role 
in helping Scotland become one 
of the greenest countries in Eu-
rope when it comes to electricity 
generation - but did you know 
that the turbines themselves are 
environmentally friendly too?

Community Windpower’s 
slowly turning blades which sit on 
the hills above Dalry look strong 
and solid - which, of course, they 
are.

They have to be able to with-
stand Scotland’s weather, which 
is often blustery and can lead to 
severe storms at times, without 
getting damaged.

EMPTY shops can be a blight on any town or vil-
lage. This was the case away back in the late 1990s 
in West Kilbride when almost fi fty per cent of local 
shops were closed.

Temporary Turbine
Technology

THERE’S A LOT ABOUT WIND FARMS THE PUBLIC DON’T 
REALISE AS  DIANE WOOD EXPLAINS TO ANDY COLLIER

for only 25 years. This is stan-
dard practice within the industry 
as it represents the length of time 
the turbines are expected to last.

At that point, the operators 
can normally apply for permis-
sion to extend the life of the fa-
cility - which would probably 
mean replacing the equipment - 
or taking it down altogether and 
returning the site to its natural 
condition.

Diane Wood, a director at 
Community Windpower outlined 
the situation: “We’ve been grant-
ed permission for 25 years and 
when the wind farm’s life is over, 
we’ll take everything away again, 
absolutely everything.

“Once that’s done, there will 
be a complete return to nature. 
It will be as if the turbines never 
existed.”

She continued: “Being able to 
remove the wind farm so easily is 
just one of the things that makes 
wind energy much more environ-
mentally sustainable than other 
forms of electricity generation.

“Fossil fuel power stations can 
be complex and time consuming 
to dismantle when they reach the 
end of their lives, and of course 

nuclear stations can take literally 
decades to decommission, at ab-
solutely enormous cost.

“By contrast, our turbines can 
be taken down without great ef-
fort, and no-one will then ever 
know they had been there. That 
makes us green in more ways 
than one.”

WEST KILBRIDE
Scotland’s Craft Town is blooming great!

BY ALLISON JACKToday the town has been 
transformed thanks to the opti-
mism and determination of local 
people. Having organised them-
selves and with the aid of a chari-
table trust, boarded up shops 
were purchased and leased out 
to potential arts and crafts busi-
nesses.

This initiative was such a suc-
cess that the town is today des-
ignated Scotland’s official craft 
town. The high street is home 
to a variety of studios including 
clockmakers, bookshops, cafes 
and silversmiths. Life has re-
turned to streets that were sadly 
down at heel, to such an extent 
that West Kilbride was, in recent 
years, named as one of the coun-
try’s most creative centres!

The town also has an ac-
tive environmental group who 
cleaned up the town centre and 
introduced areas for planting, 
hanging baskets and bringing 
bloom to forgotten and disused 
corners.

There’s more to West Kilbride 
than simply being a clean and at-
tractive town but presenting a 

lively face to visitors promotes a 
terrific first impression.

And those impressed visitors 
can then enjoy a pleasant walk 
through Kilbride Glen which is 
accessed from the Main Street at 
Mill Cottage just along from the 
station. This deep and narrow 
glen offers a lovely walk on down 
to the sea at Seamill. 

Then there’s the highly rec-
ommended Kirktonhall Glen that 
was gifted to the village in 1924 
by Robert Barr. It follows the 
course of Kilbride Burn that you 
can cross over to return by Kil-
bride Glen.

All in all a day spent in West 
Kilbride can be relaxing, inform-
ative, healthy and relaxing ! 

READERS IN FOCUS 
Lesley Taylor sent us this picture of the Marie Curie 
Field of Hope as it recovers from the rigours of a long 
Scottish winter and Spring. “It was nice to see the 
daffodils fi nally appear and with them the promise of 
sunnier days”. We agree Lesley!

First Friday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Kilbirnie Bridgend Community Centre,
  Bridgend 
11:15-12:15  Dalry Community Centre,
  St Margaret’s Avenue
12:30-13:30  Beith Beith Community Centre,
  Kings Road

First Saturday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Saltcoats Focus Community Centre,
  Primrose Place
11:15-12:15  Ardrossan Michael Lynch Centre,
  Princess Street
12:30-13:30  West Kilbride Community Centre, Corse Street
14:00-15:00  Largs Largs Library, Allanpark Street

Second Monday of the Month
My three monthly Arran surgeries are held at different locations 
each month.  
Please see the Arran Banner for details.

Third Saturday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Fairlie Semple Centre, Main Road
11:15-12:15  Largs Largs Library, Allanpark Street
12:45-13:45  Skelmorlie Community Centre,
  Skelmorlie Castle Road

Third Monday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Saltcoats Argyll Centre, Campbell Avenue
11:15-12:15  Ardrossan Whitlees Community Centre,
  Carrick Place
13:15-14:15  Cumbrae Garrison House, Millport

Working for the people and communities of Cunninghame 
North

I hold 16 advice surgeries every month 
across the constituency. Should you need my 
assistance at any time on any matter, please 
feel free to come along. No appointment is 
necessary.

Kenneth J Gibson MSP
Surgery Times

If you are unable to attend any of my surgeries, please feel 
free to contact me at my constituency offi ce:

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL
Tel: 01294 833 687

Email: kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

But once their useful life is 
over, they are designed to be eas-
ily dismantled and taken away 
again. When this happens, the 
landscape will be returned to its 
natural state and there will be 
no visible sign that the turbines 
were ever there at all.

Planning permission for a 
wind farm is normally granted 

When the wind farms 
life is over we’ll take 
everything away

SANDRA SCOTT of BeGreen 
promised Dalry Scouts help to-
wards fi nding ways to meet their 
match funding target after the 
Scouts had received a massive 
cash donation from Community 
Windpower… and she’s been as 
good as her word.

Two local bag packs raised 
over £1000, while she also se-
cured a £10,000 lottery grant for 
new camping equipment.

“It’s been going well”, said 
Sandra. “We also had a bit of a 
problem regarding transporting 
the new equipment to camping 
grounds but I was able to get a 
£2000 grant from North Ayrshire 
Council towards the cost of a trail-
er for which we’re very grateful. 
“Our fundraising efforts are on-
going but meantime the benefi ts 
to the young people make it all 
worthwhile.” 

SCOUTS GET A 
HELPING HAND 
FROM BEGREEN
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BY

MAGGIE STANFIELD

BeGreen, 
bewarm… 
throughout 
the year

THE people of the Dumfriesshire 
town of Sanquhar can look for-
ward to following North Ayrshire 
in reaping green energy derived 
community benefits after the lo-
cal council backed a new wind-
farm site 7km southwest of the 
town. Previously the town was 
best known for its old fireworks 
factory and for being home to the 
world’s oldest post office but now 
it can look forward to joining the 
renewables revolution.

Unanimous Council approval paves the 
way for Community benefi ts

Rod Wood, Managing Direc-
tor of developers Community 
Windpower is delighted at the 
move, he said: “This is a terrific 
development for Sanquhar. The 
faith shown in Community Wind-
power by Dumfries and Gallo-
way Council will be repaid many 
times over. The development will 
feature twelve wind turbines that 
we expect to generate up to 50 
megawatts of clean, green, locally 
sourced energy but that’s far 
from being the whole story. We 
spoke to local people in the run up 
to submitting our application and 
received almost no objections. We 
spoke of our experiences in Ayr-

shire and over on the east coast 
near Dunbar where we also oper-
ate. The meetings allowed us to 
explain our operating model and 
the benefits local groups and or-
ganisations can derive from our 
community wing BeGreen, just as 
they have in North Ayrshire. We 
know that by being upfront with 
people, explaining our philosophy 
and dealing clearly with any lo-
cal concerns that a better under-
standing is reached between local 
residents and ourselves. There 
is no doubt that our time and 
shared experiences in Ayrshire 
helped convince the council to 
back our plans unanimously.”

BeGreen is already laying 
plans for close contact with San-
quhar. Sandra Scott of BeGreen 
Dalry explains: “In Sanquhar we 
will generate enough energy to 
power over 25,000 homes which 
is the equivalent of displacing 
more than 50,000 tonnes of car-
bon dioxide every year. This in 
itself is benefit enough I suppose 
but in addition to the environ-
mental benefits we will set aside 
around £75,000 which could in-
clude a local BeGreen Energy Ad-
vice Service, a Community Rang-
er to work with local schools and 
sponsorship for local events, just 
as we do here in Ayrshire.”  

DALRY KIDS 
REPRESENT 
SCOTLAND ON 
AMERICAN TV

Sanquhar’s historic post offi ce. 

PUPILS at Dalry Primary 
School have been taking to 
the airwaves - in America.

They have been featured 
on the Montgomery County 
Public Schools television 
network after taking part in 
a live link-up with Harmony 
Hills Elementary School in 
Maryland.

The TV collaboration 
took place as part of the re-
cent International School 
Meals Day - a collaborative 
project with the USA to raise 
awareness of the importance 
of good nutrition among chil-
dren and to foster healthy 
eating habits at home and 
school.

Pupils in P6 at Dalry 
did Scotland proud when 
they took part in a live 
link-up with Grade 5 pupils 
from Harmony Hills, where 
they talked about food and 
healthy living activities in 
their respective countries 
and discussed the cultural 
similarities and differences. 

The youngsters are hop-
ing that the live link-up will 
be the first of many with the 
American school.

WE’VE just come out from a 
sustained period of extremely 
cold weather and at last warm-
er days lie ahead here in North 
Ayrshire and hopefully in the 
rest of Scotland too. But our 
notorious Scottish weather al-
ways seems to have a wee sur-
prise just around the corner. 
Yes, it can get cold at almost 
any time of the year. So it’s not 
too late to suggest some mon-
ey saving, sensible and no cost 
tips to keep you cosy whenever 
you need to be.

Don’t be afraid to wear a 
hat indoors; the difference it 
can make is amazing!

Use heavy curtain materi-
al… but remember, do not cov-
er your radiators with them!

Make a draught excluder. 
It is amazing the difference 
placing one at the foot of any 
door can make!

Don’t wear just one thick 
jumper. Choose layers, trapped 
air heats up… and so will you!

If your feet are cold then 
you are cold. Wear thick socks 
or two pairs.

If you are cold then ask for 
help and advice. Knock on a 
neighbour’s door or better still 
contact BeGreen. We’ll discuss 
your situation and suggest 
some simple reme dies.

NHS on call:  08454 242424 (out of hours)
BEITH HEALTH CENTRE
Reform Street, Beith • Telephone: 01505 502888
Opening Hours Monday 8.30am - 7.30pm
 Tuesday/Thursday 8.30am - 6pm
 Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm

DALRY MEDICAL CENTRE 
Vennel Street, Dalry • Telephone: 01294 832523
Opening Hours Monday – Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm

KILBIRNIE MEDICAL PRACTICE
2-4 Kirkland Road, Kilbirnie • Telephone: 01505 683591

WEST KILBRIDE SURGERY
107b Main Street, West Kilbride 
Appointments Telephone: 01294 823607
Prescriptions Telephone: 01294 822541
Opening Hours Monday - Friday 9am – 1pm and 2pm - 5.30pm

FIND IT FAST –  SURGERIES NOTICEBOARD

“There is no doubt our 
shared experience in 
Ayrshire convinced the 
Council to back our plan 
unanimously.”

DENTISTS
KILBIRNIE DENTAL PRACTICE
1 Bridgend, Kilbirnie • Telephone: 01505 683383

SORRENTINO & PITTS
2 Kirkland Road, Kilbirnie • Telephone: 01505 681551

 DALRY
SORRENTINO & PITTS
12 New Street, Dalry • Telephone: 01294 832524

 BEITH
BEITH DENTAL CENTRE
16 Wilson Street, Beith • Telephone: 01505 502632

SORRENTINO & PITTS
60 Eglinton Street, Beith. Telephone: 01505 503581

DID YOU KNOW?
A WINDFARM ONLY RECEIVES PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 25 YEARS – 
WHEN A SITE IS CLOSED THE LANDSCAPE IS RESTORED TO ITS ORIGINAL 
CONDITION

BIN AND RECYCLE
KEEPING the environment clean 
is an ongoing challenge. Litter 
is usually the biggest bug bear 
that local folk have when asked 
about street cleanliness. However 
new recycling bins will shortly 
be arriving in North Ayrshire 
thanks to an investment of more 
than £35,000 from Zero Waste 
Scotland.

A total of 23 new recycling 
bins and 10 recycling points are 
to now be installed by the council 
in 12 different spots which are 
heavily used by local people.

A leading council offi cial said: 
“The new facilities 
will make recycling 
more convenient 
and help turn the 
problem of litter into a 
useable resource for 
Scotland.”



Cllr Robert Barr, Dalry & West Kilbirde
1st Monday of every month
Barrmill Community Centre
1 Beith Road, Barrmill KA15 1HW 6.30 p.m. 7.30 p.m. 

1st Monday of every month
Dalry Community Centre
St Margarets Avenue, Dalry KA24 4BA 8.00 p.m.  9.00 p.m. 

1st Tuesday of every month
West Kilbride Community Centre
Corse Street, West Kilbride KA23 9AX 6.30 p.m. 7.30 p.m.

Cllr John Bell, Kilbirnie & Beith
1st Tuesday of every month 
Beith Community Centre
Kings Road, Beith KA15 2B Q 7.00 p.m. 8.00 p.m.

1st Thursday of every month 
Radio City 1A Bridgend,
Kilbirnie  KA25 7DF  7.00 p.m.  8.00 p.m.

Cllr Anthea Dickson, Kilbirnie & Beith
1st Monday of every month 
The Library Avils Place 
Kilbirnie KA25 6BL   6.30 p.m. 7.30 p.m. 

3rd Saturday of every month 
Bridgend Community Centre 
19 Bridgend, Kilbirnie  KA25 7DJ  9.45 a.m.  10.45 a.m.

3rd Saturday of every month 
Beith Community Centre 
45-47 Kings Road, Beith KA15 2BQ  11.00 a.m.  12.00 noon

Cllr Jean Highgate, Kilbirnie & Beith
Constituents who wish to contact Councillor Highgate may do so 
by telephoning (01505) 503783
Cllr Elizabeth McLardy Dalry & West Kilbride
Constituents who wish to contact Councillor McLardy may do so 
by telephoning (01294) 822636
Cllr Catherine McMillan, Dalry & West Kilbride
3rd Monday of every Month 
Barmill Community Centre
Beith Road, Barmill KA15 1HW  6.00 p.m.  7.00 p.m. 

3rd Thursday of every month 
Dalry Community Centre 
St. Margaret’s Avenue, Dalry KA24 4BA  7.00 p.m. 8.00 p.m. 

3rd Saturday of every month
West Kilbride Community Centre
Corse Street, West Kilbride KA23 9AX 10.00 a.m. 11.00 a.m.

BeGREEN BIG INTERVIEW
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BeGreen recently visited Lime Tree Larder at 
Auchencloigh Farm near Kilbirnie… with a couple of 
local school classes from Dalry in tow!

WILLIE WONKA AT LIME TREE

“The visit was part of our educational programme”, explained San-
dra Scott… at BeGreen, “and was funded via Community Windpower.

“We took two classes over two days and they had a ball. Actually 
taking two classes of kids to a chocolate manufacturing factory might 
sound a bit risky but the children were great and despite a lot of hu-
mour we suffered no Willie Wonka moments!

 “Lime Tree produce handmade chocolate and dairy ice cream to 
the highest standards using natural ingredients so the entire process 
is very educational and fun too, which is very important for young 
minds. The children were fascinated at the chocolate making process 
and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.”  

THE only other person I can think of who works in a log cabin would be 
Santa; little helpers and all. But Anne Marie Hamilton seems right at home, 
working in a specially installed wooden building behind the family home. 
This mum of two - Samantha is 14 and Kelly 17 - gets up before most of the 
rest of Dalry.

“I get up early to start, 
it’s something I’ve always 
done ever since the girls were 
born”, she says. “I’m up and 
about most days at around 
4.40 am. The girls think I’m 
daft but making kilts is very 
time consuming and needs a 
fair bit of concentration, with 
an early start I can work effi-
ciently on my own with no in-
terruptions, hence I had the 
log cabin installed. I’m out 
there an hour after getting 
up, in my own wee world and 
loving every minute”.

Working for Jeffery Tail-
ors in the capital led to Anne 
Marie taking more of an in-
terest in the manufacture 
of Scotland’s iconic national 
dress.

“I was actually managing 
the hire department at Jef-
frey’s in Edinburgh and as 
time went on I became more 
and more interested in the 
manufacturing process that 
creates the kilt. I remember 
one day asking our master 
kiltmaker, if she would teach 
me. She agreed and I com-
mitted to a three and a half 
years training schedule. After 

that I was able to work on my 
own although to be honest it 
was around four years before 
I eventually stopped asking 
her for advice. Now it’s just 
second nature.”

This hidden treasure in 

Dalry results in all sorts of 
interesting characters visit-
ing the town to benefit from 
Anne Marie’s traditional 
Scottish skills.

“I work with musicians, 
entire pipe bands and indi-
viduals and all have a story 
to tell. We get a lot of calls, 

DALRY’S BEST KEPT SECRET

Anne Marie Hamilton has lived in 
Dalry since moving to the town in 
2005. She’s a determined character; 
bubbly, focussed and very self 
motivated. She also makes kilts. 
Andy Collier went along to meet her.

from all over Europe and even 
further afield. It’s amazing; 
England, France, Wales and 
Germany to name a few. The 
furthest travelled was a man 
from Australia. One day the 
phone rang and the chap on 
the other end said he wanted 
a handmade kilt. I said okay 
but pointed out that he could 
source once much closer to 
home. He insisted he wanted 

to come to Dalry and said he 
wanted the real thing and 
wanted it done properly. Next 
thing he was here to see me. 
He stayed for two weeks vis-
iting family while I made his 
kilt. Amazing really, he was 
really nice and very pleased 
with his kilt I might add.” 

Scottish people have a strong work Scottish people have a strong work 
ethic, they can make a success of ethic, they can make a success of 
business and of Scotland toobusiness and of Scotland too

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES

The furthest travelled 
was a man from 
Australia
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Anne Marie is rightly 
proud of her heritage and 
insists that every label she 
stitches to her kilts carries 
the legend ‘Handmade in 
Scotland’ with a Saltire added 
just to emphasise matters.

“I’m very proud of be-
ing Scottish. Actually I’m 
originally from Govan, left 
as a child, spent some time 
in the east and now live hap-

pily here in North Ayrshire. I 
love Scotland and the North 
Ayrshire area. I like working 
for myself too and standing 
on my own feet. I think more 
people should look at work-
ing for themselves, especially 
these days. I know it’s easy to 

say but Scottish people have 
a strong work ethic, they can 
make a success of business 
and of  Scotland too. Obvi-
ously doing this I meet a lot 
of people from overseas and 
when I speak to them almost 
without exception they men-
tion how much they love Scot-
land and Scottish produce. 
We have to take advantage of 
that.”

I couldn’t resist asking her 
about the local wind farm and 
how she views it.

“Och I don’t mind them at 
all, we should all have them. 
Look at the good they’re do-
ing. Given the choice between 
a big power station or worse, 

a nuclear plant then it’s a no- 
brainer isn’t it? I much prefer 
looking at them than ugly elec-
tricity pylons and they won’t 
be there for ever anyway.”

So how is business for a 
kiltmaker in the teeth of this 
recession?

“Well, I have to say that I’m 
very lucky. I’m always busy. 
My big problem is time as this 
is such a time consuming type 
of work. Having said that I 

don’t rest on my laurels and 
welcome enquiries from any-
one anywhere!”

So Anne Marie is happy 
in her work and in her home 
area, but I wondered, anything 
still on her personal to do list?

“You might not believe it 
Andy but I’ve done glass walk-
ing and fire walking, that’s 
over hot coals, the girls think 
I’m mad. I still fancy bun-
gee jumping though, yes that 
would be good.”

Somehow that last com-
ment didn’t surprise me when 
it comes to time spent in the 
company of one of North Ayr-
shire’s best kept secrets!

Anne Marie Hamilton 
seems right at home, 
working in a specially 
installed wooden building 
behind the family home

This hidden treasure in Dalry results in 
all sorts of interesting characters visiting 
the town to benefi t from Anne Marie’s 
traditional Scottish skills

Spot Otters and Badgers at Castle Semple Country Park
Come along to one of our ‘Windows on Wildlife’ Otter Spotter or 
Badger Watch events at Castle Semple Centre in Lochwinnoch. Otter 
Spotter cost just £5 per person or £3.50 concession, taking place in 
April. Badger Watch is just £7.50 per person or £5 concession and is 
happening on various dates in Spring and Autumn. 

Enter the 2013 Photography Competition
Get snapping! We have over 108 square miles of beautiful landscape 
and wildlife to inspire you. There is a £200 top prize, category prizes 
and a junior prize of an outdoor activity session. Look online or pick 
up a leaflet at a Visitor Centre for details. Closing date Tuesday 1st 
October 2013. 

Have an Overnight Stay at Barnbrock Campsite
The Clyde Muirshiel Campsite at Barnbrock Farm has a camping 
field for tents and shielings available for groups to hire. Barnbrock 
is located outside Lochwinnoch. Prices start from £5 per person/£3 
concession for camping and £25 per shieling. There is also a facilities 
block available for group bookings. 

Try out a new Watersport with our Outdoor Activity Team
Outdoor activity courses such as sailing, canoeing and kayaking, plus 
bike and boat hire are all available at our Castle Semple Centre, Loch-
winnoch. All of our approved courses are very reasonably priced and 
group taster sessions (including children’s birthday parties!) start 
from £15 per person. See www.clydemuirshiel.co.uk  

Have Fun and Learn New Skills as a Volunteer 
Become a volunteer at Clyde Muirshiel. Greenock Cut Centre has a 
volunteer programme running every Saturday 10.30 – 14.30 hrs and 
Castle Semple has a Thursday afternoon group, 12.30 – 15.30 hrs. 
Interested? Pop along or send your details in an email to volunteer@
clydemuirshiel.co.uk

Hen Harrier Viewing at Muirshiel Country Park
From April the rare raptor, the hen harrier, will return to breed in 
the Renfrewshire Height’s SSSI, located just next to Muirshiel Visi-
tor Centre. Live nest pictures in the Centre if a suitable nest is found.

Picnic at Dalry Moor, Outerwards or Haylie Brae.
The Regional Park boasts stunning viewpoints in North Ayrshire. 
Bring a picnic and admire the views of the River Clyde. 

Celebrate Year of Natural Scotland
The Park has an amazing, action-packed events programme for Year 
of Natural Scotland 2013. There’s an event for you! See our Regional 
Park News publication or What’s On guide for more info.

FREE Ranger Service Family Fun Events! 
The Clyde Muirshiel Ranger Service provide a wide variety of FREE 
events. Events take place all year round. They operate out of our 3 
Visitor Centres located at Castle Semple Country Park and Muirshiel 
Country Park, both Lochwinnoch Renfrewshire and at Greenock Cut 
Centre, located in the hills of Inverclyde.

For more information on all of our services see our website 
www.clydemuirshiel.co.uk. Booking essential for all events, 
please contact the appropriate Centre. 

ON this page you’ll fi nd a summary of events at Clyde 
Murshiel Regional Park (CMRP). Many local people 
will no doubt have heard of components of the park, 
such as Castle Semple, Murshiel and Greenock Cut 
in close by Renfrewshire/Ayrshire boundary but did 
you know that they are all actually linked under one 
CMRP umbrella?

The park and its staff offer a huge range of activities for all ages. 
What better way to take advantage of a facility that’s right here on your 
doorstep and that provides a great, healthy and usually free family day 
out. In these days when family budgets are being squeezed daily that’s 
got to be a winning combination.

VISIT CLYDE VISIT CLYDE 
MUIRSHIELMUIRSHIEL

Rockpooling at Lunderston Bay
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Are you a keen gardener with time on your hands?
Do you have unwanted garden tools lying around?
Put both to good use  at Beith Primary School Wildlife Garden
Beith Primary Wildlife Garden was set up in October 2012. We are working towards building 
a Wildlife Habitat in our school grounds that will be used by the whole school as 
an outdoor classroom. We meet once a week for an hour after school and work 
alongside teachers, parents, rangers and the local community. So far we have built 
a bird bath, a bird table, a hedgehog hideaway, a bug hotel, a wormery and we have 
also developed a small herb garden. We hope to have the garden completed by 
June this year. If you are a keen gardener and would like to volunteer some 
of your time to help us with this project please get in touch. We would 
also be very grateful of any donations of old tools or materials for our 
garden. 

Please contact Miss Clarkson on 01505 502363.

Pete Boustead is Educational Ranger at BeGreen in 
Dalry. His remit is to develop and implement a pro-
gramme of events that provide better understanding 
of green and environmental issues to any group or 
organisation that wishes to take advantage of his 
services. He works closely with schools and commu-
nity groups both indoors and out where it matters… 
in the local countryside.

Pete’s work, particularly with schoolchildren, enables par-
ticipants, pupils, parents and teachers alike to learn more about 
the environment and is provided free of charge as his position is 
entirely funded by Community Windpower!

Mrs Gibb, Head teacher at Dalry’s St. Palladius Primary 
School sums up the free Educational Ranger service perfectly 
saying: 

“We are extremely fortunate to have the support of the Edu-
cation Ranger from Community Windpower. As a small school 
the support from Pete and Community Windpower means we 
can provide our pupils with additional education experiences 
that may otherwise be beyond our reach.”

Pete can be contacted at pete@communitywindpower.co.uk

Ranger
Pete’s

PAGES

Did you know 
that a free 
Education 
Ranger is on 
your doorstep?

I’M not sure I’d like to live on Venus. Aside from the 
extreme temperatures and noxious atmosphere 
did you know that on Venus a day lasts longer than 
a year? Weekends would be great, but think about 
it…

This is just one of the many things that I have learnt since I 
started working as the Education Ranger for Community Wind-
power. Much of my work is with the two primary schools here in 
Dalry though I do try as much as I can to get around the other 
schools in the area.

Each term the primary classes have a topic to study and this 
is where I come in. What’s all this got to do with Venus you might 
ask? Well this was just one of the many topics I’ve helped out 
on.

I’m also available to talk and interact with any local commu-
nity group. I arrange visits up to the Dalry Community Wind-
farm which includes a tour around the site and allows visitors 
to get up close and personal with an operational wind turbine. 
Drop me a line if you’d like to know more at pete@communi-
tywindpower.co.uk

PS
If you were wondering how
a day can last longer than a year 
it’s because Venus spins round 
so slowly that it takes the planet 
longer for it to complete one 
revolution than it does to orbit 
once round the sun.

Pete and pupils from St. Palladius Primary take to the great outdoors!

Beith Primary pupils clean up.

Hands on… Bird table garden maintenance with Beith 
Primary.

Primary 4 and 5 approve at St. Palladius!



On Friday the 8th of 
February we had 
our Burn’s Supper. 

 We invited lots of 
guest including Pete and 
Sandra from Community 
Windpower.  We invited 
some of our parents too. 
The judges from the Burn’s 
Poetry Competition came 
along too. They were Mrs 
Coupar and Mr Barr.  Dean 
and Shannon came in with 
the haggis and the fl ag 
and we played bagpipe 
music. We all stood up and 
clapped.  Lewis said grace 
and then we all had some 
haggis, neeps and tatties. 
We had some Irn Bru to 
drink. We gave a toast to 
the lads and the lassies 
and everyone laughed. 
Some of us recited the 
poems we had learned. We 
had a great day.

May 2013   North Ayrshire Today 9

DATELINE:  LAST DAY OF FEBRUARY
EVENT:  VIKINGAR, LARGS VISIT
REPORTERS:  REBECCA AND LAURA 

As winter dragged on we asked some of our younger 
intrepid reporters to tell us what they’d been up to in local 
schools. They rose to the challenge…

DATELINE:  EARLY FEBRUARY

EVENT:  ST PALLADIUS BURNS
 SUPPER

REPORTER:  JODIE MCHARDY

BeGreen Junior
Reporters’ Notebook

Ranger
Pete’s

PAGES

On Thursday the 28th of February we left 
the school in a bus to go to Vikingar.

When we got there we had a snack and then we met 
Freya the Red. She was a Viking woman. She took us into 
the house where she lived. 

The house had a big fi re in the middle of the house 
to give light, to keep warm and to cook on. There was a 
grinding wheel to make fl our and bowls made of wood. 
There were horns to drink from and benches to sit on and 
to sleep on. They were covered in animal fur to keep you 
warm. The children had to sleep on the fl oor! 

We then went into the Hall of the Viking Gods. Odin 
spoke to us and told us about the different gods on the 
wall. There was Thor, Freya, Frey and other ones we can’t 
remember. 

We then went in to see a short fi lm about the Viking 

battle in Largs. We then 
went to do some activities. 
We drew some pictures.  
We read some facts. We 
went on the computer and 
saw how to make bread 
and prepare sheep skin 
for wearing. There was a 
big stone Rune and stone 
Runes in the wishing well. 

Finally we went up stairs 
and got to dress up as 
Viking men and women. 
When we were leaving we 
got a picture taken beside a 
Viking Longship. We would 
like to go back some day.

To our French Café we invited our parents, 
Father Mark, some of the staff and the
Primary 6’s.

We took everyone’s order in French and then repeated 
it in English so the adults could understand. Calum 
Jolliffe and Lauren Houston went to Lidl’s with Mrs Steele 
to get the French food and drink. Pr7 served the adults 
fi rst and the Pr6’s second.  Aldo at the end of the French 
Café Pr7 sang two songs in French. Afterwards the Pr6’s 
entertained us all by singing a Spanish song. We had a 
great day and everyone enjoyed it. 

         DATELINE:  MARCH

               EVENT:  FRENCH CAFÉ,
 ST PALLADIUS

REPORTERS:  CALUM AND LAUREN

C’mon kids
Join the Ranger Pete Beat...

Send your stories and pictures to
pete@communitywindpower.co.uk or bring them into 

the BeGreen Shop at the Cross, Dalry.

Beith Charity Concert
Book your tickets now for what promises to be a great night 

of entertainment in Beith.
Anxiety UK is holding the Summer event at Beith Community 

Centre on Saturday 6 July. 
Amazing acts have been lined up plus a surprise celebrity 

will make a guest appearance. 

All of this for only £3 per person.
Doors open 7pm for a 7.30pm start.

For tickets just call Andrew on 07803 561167.
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We are attempting to build a profi le of community activity in 
North Ayrshire and ask for your help. You may be a member 
of a walking group, help deliver hot meals to the elderly, op-
erate a business that helps general society or just volunteer 
at a local charity. If you do then we want to know about you 
and your organisation.

Just complete this form and hand into the BeGreen 
Shop in Dalry town centre. Please don’t post it or email us 
as our inbox is always bursting!

We like the personal touch so just pop in anytime during 
opening hours. The shop at The Cross, Dalry 
is easy to fi nd and easy to reach.

Register your club, 
society, charity or 
local interest
group with 
BeGreen
Says BeGreen Energy Advisor 
Sandra Scott

Let us know you’re there
AT BeGreen we’re proud to be an integral part of the lo-
cal community here in North Ayrshire. In partnership with 
Community Windpower we have helped local organisations, 
arranged educational visits to schools, and in some cases or-
ganised grants for a whole variety of local events and deserv-
ing causes. In addition we’ve even funded a very successful 
Jobsfare in Ardrossan allowing hundreds of local people to 
meet and approach potential employers. In fact to date we’ve 
donated over £1.3 million into local organisations in our host 
communities by way of grant funding. 

It’s fair to say we’re weel kent in our various communities 

then and you might think that 
that would be enough for us, 
but it’s not.

Being part of any com-
munity is a two-way deal, so 
we want to know about you 
and your organisation, club 
or society. Of course we can’t 
guarantee fi nancial input but 
we can help with small print 
quantities, completing grant 
application forms and can 
even attend your group meet-
ing.

WE WANT TO KNOW ABOUT YOU

BeGreen and Community Windpower - a winning partnership for North Ayrshire

Organisation or Group

Contact Name

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Address of Premises/ 
Meeting Place

Principal Activities

Regular Meeting dates
(if applicable)

Alternative contact and telephone number 

Hand completed form into: BeGreen, 5 The Cross, Dalry KA24 5AL

BEGREEN HELPS BLAIR 
RESIDENTS AVOID DEBT

On hearing of their activities Sandra Scott of BeGreen 
spoke directly to the Energy Savings Trust regarding their 
claims.

“Some local people had already signed up for their services 
and others were due a follow up visit from the company”, she 
said. “When BeGreen heard what was going on I held a meet-
ing with the residents to fi nd out more. It was obvious that 
folk just did not realise they were signing up for a debt that 
would take them years to pay off – a fact that was not being 
made clear by the company”. 

Following BeGreen’s intervention the company cancelled 
their appointments and failed to appear for others, which 
speaks volumes.

Sandra said: “I would advise anyone making this kind of 
commitment to speak to us for free advice fi rst. One of the 
most scandalous things about this UK government promot-
ed scheme is that it only allows a 24-hour cooling off period, 
which is a disgrace.

“This is putting decent people at the risk of debt for no 
good reason and unscrupulous operators are quick to take 
advantage, as happened in this case.

“They were in effect using the “Green Deal’ to bring them 
business at the expense of unsuspecting people who did not 
appreciate that the cost of this work is repaid over a long 
period. So some folk would have found themselves repaying 
£10,000 for a period of up to 25 years and were relieved when 
we stepped in.  I’m glad BeGreen was able to help!”

People living in the Blair Housing Scheme were 
recently canvassed by a company offering sup-
posedly ‘free’ solar panels, insulation and boil-
ers to householders – at no cost.
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Adults and children and Club 
bookings too. If you fancy 
going along here’s a wee 
bit of further information.

8 Hours, 4 fi sh, plus
catch and release £22

6 Hours, 3 fi sh, plus
catch and release £18

4 Hours, 2 fi sh, plus
catch and release £14.50

8 Hours catch and
release £15

4 Hours catch and
release £10

Parent and Child
under 14 – 5 fi sh £26

£1 OAP and under 14 Child 
concession

Glenburn can be found at 
Dalry Moor Road, Fairlie 
KA29 0EQ. Telephone: 
01475 560107 or 07540 534 
574. Email:glenburntrout
fi sheryfairlie@g mail.com

SPORT
NA today

Kilbirnie Community Foot-
ball Club was founded in 2006. 
For many years the town had 
been without any youth foot-
ball clubs so a group of parents, 
teachers and coaches, with help 
from the Scottish Football Asso-
ciation, got together and KCFC 
was born. Present at that in-
augural meeting were Tommy 
Burns and Paul Dempsey who, 
along with Graeme Miller, are 
the coaching team behind the 
current under-14 team KCFC-
Ladeside Juniors.

A unique football club North Ayrshire is helping youngsters develop good 
habits and social interaction and recently benefi tted from a donation from 
Community Windpower reports Allison Jack

Uniting North Ayrshire Communities 
through Sport
KCFC LADESIDE JUNIORS

under-9 age-group and followed 
that by adding the Flora McNeil 
Memorial Trophy in Paisley. 
In their third season they won 
an invitational tournament in 
Drumchapel, Glasgow. 

That success was followed 
by a one-off match against local 
rivals Dalry Rovers. Billed as 
“The Friendship Game”, it was 
designed to break down petty 
rivalries between children from 
neighbouring towns. The game 
went to penalties with The Li-
ons emerging as winners, but 
the match would eventually lead 
to something unique in this cor-
ner of North Ayrshire.

In season 2009/10 The Lions 
left the NASA League to join 
the bigger and more competitive 
Central Ayrshire League. Tom-
my introduced Paul Dempsey 
to the set-up as a First-Aider 
and Physio, but he soon found 
himself ‘promoted’ to assistant-
coach. Meantime the previous 
seasons’ “Friendship Game” 
against Dalry Rovers had fos-
tered an idea that both Tommy 
and Paul were keen to bring to 
fruition. 

To help further break down 
barriers between children in the 
Garnock Valley, Tommy and 
Paul advertised for boys and 
girls from Dalry and Beith and 
the team’s name was changed to 
KCFC-Garnock Valley. The idea 

worked and applications were 
received from players from all 
three towns. 

Near the end of season 
2011/12 Tommy and Paul asked 
the players if they fancied a 
different challenge – one that 
would pit them against teams 
from outwith their own area. 
The result saw the club join the 
Paisley & Johnstone League, 
where they currently play. As 
the team play their home games 
behind Kilbirnie Ladeside’s 
home ground and wear the same 
colours they adopted their cur-
rent name KCFC-Ladeside Ju-
niors.

Throughout the years it’s 
been a real battle to keep the 
club running. Kit and playing 
fees drain scarce resources. Al-
though help comes from the 
committee and Chairman Stevie 
Wilson for the likes of coaching 
qualifi cations and peripheral 
items, the team still has to fi nd 
substantial monies each year. 
Tommy and Paul along with 
new goalkeeping coach Graeme 
Miller are all volunteers. Even 
with fund-raising events and 
sponsored walks it is proving 
more and more diffi cult to fi nd 
the necessary funds. One bright 
spot was a donation grateful-
ly received as Team Manager 
Tommy Burns pointed out:“ A 
sizeable donation was received 
from Community Windpower 
at the start of this season. This 
allowed us to purchase a much-
needed set of new tracksuits for 
the team along with footballs 
and other training materials. 

We have never been able to af-
ford tracksuits before, so we are 
extremely grateful to Commu-
nity Windpower for their kind 
sponsorship.

“For us it’s all about the 
team. As long as there are 
boys – and girls – willing to 
play for our wee team, then 
Paul, Graeme and myself will 
be here”, said Tommy. “Lots of 
coaches and managers will tell 
you that there’s no better feeling 
than winning, but for us it’s all 
about putting a team out each 
week. Some of our players don’t 
have much in life; we live in an 
area of high unemployment and 
we have many social problems, 
so football is a great outlet for 
the players. Obviously money 
plays a big part in us being able 
to do this, but as long as there 
are companies like Community 
Windpower, willing to contrib-
ute to the communities they are 
a part of, then we’ll be able to 
continue. 

KCFC-Ladeside Juniors is 
a very close knit club enjoying 
a real family following.  Behind 
the scenes there is a small hardy 
band of volunteers who ensure 
that all the day-to-day running 
tasks are completed. Tommy’s 
wife Margaret Burns is the Club 
Secretary and Paul’s wife Pau-
line Dempsey along with Susan 
Mackie are at the forefront of 
the fund-raising activities. It’s 
thanks to these dedicated wom-
en that KCFC-Ladeside Juniors 
remain the well-run club that 
they are. 

To fi nd out more about 

2014 promises to be a momentus year for 
Scotland; the Independence Referendum, the 
Commonwealth Games and the Homecoming will 
all attract the nation’s attention. However locally 
another huge milestone will be reached by Dalry 
Bowling Club.

As the 2014 season opens the club will celebrate its 150th 
year! 

“The club is extremely proud of this achievement’’, 
says Secretary Marella O’Neill. “We’re hoping to produce a 
commemorative booklet to mark the occasion and feel that it 
will be widely read by many of our local townspeople. It will 
provide a potted history of the club and include local bowling 
interest stories. We are confi dent that it will take its place in the 
history of the town.”

The club welcomes any support and has advertising 
opportunities available.

Contact at marella.oneill@btinternet.com  

Tommy then began coaching 
the under-8 age group. The game 
at this level is non-competitive, 
but whenever there is a tourna-
ment that means a medal or a 
piece of silverware is at stake 
then a team’s competitive spir-
it comes to the fore. The Lions 
were to enjoy their fi rst taste of 
success in that very fi rst season 
at the annual May-Day Tourna-
ment held in Ayr, winning the 
under-8 knock-out competition. 
The following season they re-
peated the feat by winning the 

KCFC-Ladeside Juniors, or to 
help the team continue con-
tact manager Tommy Burns via 
email at; coachtommy@hotmail.
co.uk   Alternatively you can 
view their Facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/lade-
side.juniors?fref=ts

Bowled over for 
150 years in Dalry

As long as there 
are companies like 
Community Windpower 
willing to contribute 
we’ll be able to continue

GREAT FISHING 
AT GLENBURN
continued from page 12



play only 3-4 after an incredible 
match. Bellsdale Park is also a 
cracking place to watch football 
and creates a great atmosphere.

Meanwhile Kilbirnie Lade-
side play in the Stagecoach Su-
per League First Division. The 
Blasties are the oldest of our tri-
umvirate having been founded 
in 1901. The club have tasted 
national success twice in their 
history, winning the Scottish 
Junior Cup in both 1951/52 and 

town. The club has had many 
notable players wear their fa-
mous blue. Scottish interna-
tionalist Ian Ure, played for 
the Merksworth Park oufi t, as 
did Jim Leighton, one of Scot-
land’s most famous goalkeepers 
of recent years. Tom Brown who 
went on to win a Scottish Cup 
winners medal with Kilmarnock 
also turned out for Thistle.

Currently competing in the 
Ayrshire District League, the 
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SPORT
NA today A unique 

football club 
in North 
Ayrshire is 
helping unite 
youngsters from 
across the area

Senior football is in a state of fl ux these days. Many 
keen followers of the senior game, possibly including 
some fans of Ayrshire’s two senior clubs, Ayr United 
and Kilmarnock have become disillusioned with the 
politics of league re-organisation and high admission 
prices. Then there are the well-documented fi nancial 
woes of Hearts, Rangers and Dunfermline Athletic 
to name only three, which only serve to further dis-
suade supporters from the senior game. 

Believe it or not fi shing is one of the largest participation sports in Scotland. It 
can be a relaxing and challenging pastime and of course it gets you right out 
there in the great Scottish weather.

Follow your 
local Junior 
Club REPORT

By DAVID THOMPSON

FIND VALUE FOR MONEY FOOTBALL 
BY FOLLOWING YOUR LOCAL JUNIOR 
TEAM IN NORTH AYRSHIRE

and a never say die attitude that 
brings real meaning to the beau-
tiful game.

Just consider that in the 
Garnock Valley we are lucky 
to have not one but three clubs 
worthy of your support.

Beith Juniors were founded 
in 1938 and currently play in 
the Stagecoach Super League 
Premier Division. The club won 
the Premier Division as recently 
as 2009/10 and competed in the 

Many fans see players on 
big wages while supporters are 
asked to pay for a “product” 
that at times is guilty of devalu-
ing itself. Admission prices are 
seen as being too high and very 
often entertainment is at a pre-
mium. All of this against a back-
drop of recession.

But here in Ayrshire we’ve 
a ready solution. Just choose 

to follow your local Junior side 
and get football at a realistic 
price.

The tradition of Junior foot-
ball is entrenched here. Local 
clubs battle hard to provide foot-
ball at a value for money level, 
while providing a platform for 
the young stars of tomorrow to 
shine today. 

They have fantastic histories 

senior Scottish Cup in 2010/11 
coming within 10 minutes of 
knocking Airdrie United out of 
the competition! In an exciting 
replay at  their Bellsdale Park 
home ground they lost the re-

1976/77. A trip to Valefi eld Park 
for a big game won’t be forgot-
ten in a hurry!

Over in Dalry, Dalry Thistle 
take to the fi eld at their tidy 
home on the outskirts of the 

club was District League cham-
pions in 2008/9.

So you see, great value foot-
ball supporting historic local 
clubs is on your doorstep. What 
are you waiting for?

KCFC Ladeside Juniors
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JUNIORS: Bellsdale Park - a cracking place to watch football and inset Dalry’s Merksworth Park

GREAT FISHING AT GLENBURN

North Ayrshire is well served 
by rivers and watercourses and 
many local fi shermen will have 
started out somewhere there. 
How many guddled the odd 
trout in days past?

Nowadays childhood habits 
have moved on to computers and 
the like, nobody lies on a river-
bank to guddle trout either. But 
there’s no need with properly 
stocked and managed facilities 
such as Glenburn Trout Fishery 
in the area.

Situated on the Dalry Moor 
Road near Fairlie, the Glenburn 
Trout Fishery provides a fantas-

tic environment for local enthu-
siasts to enjoy and to indulge in 
their favourite sport. Tom Max-
well took over the fi shery almost 
32 years ago and hasn’t looked 
back since as he explained: “We 
have a great site here. The fi sh-
ery is very well stocked with 
two to fi fteen pound rainbow, 
brown and blue trout. Our fi sh 
come from a breeder in Dunbar 
and are of the highest quality.”

The loch sits in a glen and 
has a cabin where teas and cof-
fees are available to ward off 
the chill of colder days and a 
range of fi lled rolls and snacks 

are ready for hungry sportsmen 
and women.

“We have fl ies for sale too”, 
said Tom, “Customers can use 
either fl y or bait on the loch and 
of course boats are available. 
The loch covers a surprising 
nine acres and has been total-
ly refurbished and comes with 
some of the most stunning views 
over the Firth of Clyde. It’s hard 
to beat.”

The fi sh had already been 
biting when I visited, taking 
Buzzers, black fritz and yellow 
dancers. The fi shery welcomes 

Moody clouds hang low over Glenburn Fishery 

By PETER JACKSON
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