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No cheating as
Dalry pupils
clean up

GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Head Teacher Maureen Denningberg, Community Ranger Pete Boustead, 
and Senior Clerical Assistant Karen Taylor together with enterprising 
pupils, Abbie and Skye, line up with one of the new recycling bins – 
courtesy of Community Windpower.

DALRY Primary School pupils have cleaner 
school grounds – thanks to their own hard 
work and a £4,500 grant from Community 
Windpower. And the cheeky children even 
found time to put one over on their hard 
working janitor! Full Story Page 2
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AND PART OF THE COMMUNITY

BY
MAGGIE STANFIELD

We want to be good neigh-
bours, to have streets which are 
safe, to protect our children, and 
to help each other.

But the biggest and most im-
portant community of all is the 

WE’RE all proud of our communities. Dalry, 
Kilbirnie, Beith, West Kilbride, Ayrshire, Scotland 
– we belong to all these places at once, and we 
enjoy being part of them.

“That’s why Begreen in conjunction with Community 
Windpower has donated over £1.2 million to local or-
ganisations and groups over the past seven or so years.”

planet. If we’re not good global 
citizens, taking care of it, then we 
risk badly damaging it and spoil-
ing things for everyone.

That’s why renewable energy 
is vital to all our futures – and 
why the contribution being made 

to the environment by companies 
such as Community Windpower 
and our community arm, Be-
Green, via the wind turbines on 
the Ayrshire hills is so important.

BeGreen is the energy advice 

and community partnership arm 
of Community Windpower. As 
our name implies, we are dedicat-
ed to bringing a whole range of 
community benefits to our host 
areas.

Owner and Director, Diane 

Wood explains: “Clean and re-
newable forms of energy such as 
wind power are essential if we are 
to tackle climate change and slow 
down the effects of its predicted 
impacts.

“Wind power doesn’t emit 
greenhouse gases into the at-
mosphere when generating elec-
tricity and so doesn’t contribute 
to global warming and climate 
change. Nor does it produce any 
dangerous waste.”

“The wind is abundant and a 
reliable energy source and Scot-
land is the windiest country in 
Europe, so it’s only right that our 
local communities benefit direct-
ly from this fantastic resource.

“That’s why BeGreen in con-
junction with Community Wind-
power has donated over £1.2 mil-
lion to local organisations and 
groups over the past seven or so 
years.

“Wind power, in combination 
with other renewable energy 
technologies could meet all of our 
electricity needs, reducing the 
need for fossil fuels and the ef-
fects of climate change.”

“Linking that with our spon-
sorship of groups, funding of com-
munity projects and educational 
initiatives makes it all the more 
exciting and beneficial. In short, 
BeGreen is an established part of 
North Ayrshire and we want local 
folk to feel part of BeGreen too”.

NOT TOO LATE



Ranger Pete and Sandra Scott with the winning entries.

MSP PLEASED WITH DALRY
BYPASS/A737 CONSULTATION
LAST year local MSP Kenneth Gibson delivered a 
circular regarding the oft-promised Dalry Bypass, to 
raise awareness of an exhibition being held in Dalry 
Library outlining the proposals.
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HELLO again and a warm welcome to this 
the second issue of North Ayrshire Today.

The response to our first issue was just fantastic, with San-
dra, Pete and the team at our BeGreen Energy Advice Centre 
under siege at times – so a warm thank you to all who popped 
into the shop at The Cross in Dalry.

As we said in Issue 1, there’s so much going on around our 
area, much of which goes un-noticed or slips beneath the local 
radar – and that’s what we try to put right in North Ayrshire 
Today.

We carry news and information into 12,500 local homes via 
the Royal Mail. That’s a commitment from Community Wind-
power and BeGreen like no other. If you want to be featured 
just contact us at any of the numbers throughout the paper.

At BeGreen we try to encourage a sense of local ownership 
in a number of ways, working with local people and organisa-
tions in the area to produce educational, environmental and 
social benefits.

Typically these include:
■ Employing an Educational Ranger, Pete Boustead, 

who works with local primary and secondary schools, 
teaching the kids about subjects such as environ-
mental sustainability and green energy.

■ Providing bursaries for local students who are en-
rolled on a renewable energy course at a UK college 
or university.

■ Creating jobs for local people and so bringing money 
into the community.

■ Funding educational trips and activities for local 
schools.

■ Organising presentations and wind farm site visits 
for children.
In addition, we have also funded more than £530,000 worth 

of community benefits to Dalry, including sponsorship of in-
dividuals and provision of facilities for local organisations. 
Awards have been given, for instance, for sporting and personal 
development.

Another important and much-valued community service is 
our BeGreen Energy Advice Centre.

This helps local people to reduce their domestic carbon 
emissions, cut fuel poverty and improve energy efficiency to 
help them move towards becoming carbon neutral.

Sandra and Pete will help local people who drop in with 
advice on energy efficiency and help with obtaining funding 
and grants for improvement measures such as loft and cavity 
wall insulation. Top-up funding may also be available from Be-
Green.

They can also help with other advice on things like alterna-
tive energy systems, calculating carbon and fuel efficiency and 
reducing bills.

Sandra and Pete have low energy light bulbs to give out (one 
per household) and there’s always the chance to enjoy a chat 
and a complimentary tea or coffee if you’re passing!

So enjoy the paper, please visit the people and businesses we 
feature, take part in local events and sport and participate in 
what is a vibrant, modern community right on your doorstep. 

Remember you’re helping Scotland lead the world in
renewable energy provision too!
Diane Wood,
Director, Community Windpower Ltd

As matters progressed Trans-
port Scotland held a public exhi-
bition to promote the publication 
of draft statutory 
orders and the Envi-
ronmental Statement 
for the A737 Dalry 
Bypass at the start of 
August in Dalry Pri-
mary School.

He said: “I’m de-
lighted that members 
of the public attended 
the exhibition in good 
numbers and asked a 
host of questions of 
Transport Scotland 
and their consultants 
Mouchel Fairhurst Joint Venture, 
who also came along. Working in 
partnership with local communi-
ties is what good government is 
all about, so it was heartening to 
see the level of local interest.

“The bypass will help sepa-
rate local from strategic traffic 
and lead to improved safety for 
both road users and the local 
community in and around Dalry, 
enhance connectivity between 

Glasgow and the coast and be a 
catalyst for inward investment, 
so it affects all sectors of the com-

munity.
“This is all about 

good communication 
between the public 
and The SNP Gov-
ernment which is 
totally committed to 
easing traffic conges-
tion in Dalry, while 
speeding up journeys 
for road users. After 
all the Dalry Bypass 
when completed will 
encourage improved 
economic and em-

ployment opportunities through 
better journey times and reliabil-
ity for motorists and businesses 
along the length of the A737.

“I encouraged locals to visit 
the exhibition and offer their 
comments and views on the by-
pass; a project designed to bring 
lasting benefits to North Ayr-
shire and I know those who came 
along enjoyed the process. It also 
made my lobbying of my ministe-

rial colleagues worthwhile too!
“Now we move on and I have 

to say that I’m pleased that, sub-
ject to completion of the neces-
sary statutory procedures, con-
struction will commence in 2014.

LOCAL ENERGY 
ADVICE RIGHT HERE, 
RIGHT NOW!

LOCAL ENERGY ADVICE
COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
LOCAL CRAFTS FOR SALE

Need help? Can’t understand 
an application form? 
Bamboozled by red tape?

No problem, just pop in to BeGreen 
and we’ll do what we can to help. 

We’re open 4 days:
Monday: 10am – 2pm
Tuesday: 10am – 4pm
Thursday: 1pm – 4pm
Friday: 9.30am – 1.30pm

5 The Cross, Dalry KA24 5AL
Telephone: 01294 835881
Email: begreendalry@btconnect.com
www.begreencentres.co.uk

As part of the education pro-
cess, pupils at Dalry Primary 
School took part in a competition 
funded by Community Windpow-
er to design new recycling bins for 
their school playground. Winning 
entries from each of the classes 
were used to decorate each of the 
new bins.

Head teacher Maureen Den-

ningberg was delighted with the 
initiative and the good habits the 
children have learned, even if 
there was a rather funny twist to 
the tale. 

She said: “We had a big prob-
lem with litter accumulating in 
the school grounds and saw an 
opportunity to inspire the pupils, 
teach them good habits and solve 
the problem in the process. So we 

devised a ‘Design a Bin’ compe-
tition where each class created 
their own branded bin. 

“The pupils then were given 
the task to access the grounds 
and decide where best to site 
their bin in order to collect the 
most rubbish. Each day the jani-
tor would empty the bins and the 
bin containing the most rubbish 
gained a star award on behalf of 
its class.

“I must say the entire process 
has helped the pupils appreciate 
the problems associated with lit-
ter and the sheer volume of litter 
that can accumulate. Let alone 
that someone has to clear it up.

“We are extremely grateful to 

Community Windpower for their 
kind assistance. The school has 
had a great working relationship 
with them since they first arrived 
in Ayrshire and projects such as 
this are educational and this in-
troduces a bit of fun to an oth-
erwise serious subject. The nice 
thing is that after the bins were 
in place we immediately saw a 
dramatic fall in the volume of lit-

ter around the school, which was 
fantastic.”

There was one amusing as-
pect of the exercise that brought 
a smile to the faces of the staff at 
the school, as Maureen explained: 
“Our janitor noticed that some 
bins were filling up much more 
quickly than others. After a wee 
bit of investigation we discovered 
that some of our more enterpris-
ing pupils were pinching rubbish 
from rival bins to add to their 
own! We had to laugh, it’s amaz-
ing how competitive children can 
be.”

Pete Boustead Community 
Windpower’s Educational Rang-
er added: “The bins look fantastic 

and really appeal to the children. 
They certainly brighten up the 
school grounds too and will en-
courage the youngsters to keep 
their play area litter free, a les-
son they can then take into the 
wider community. We invested 
over £4,500 in the graphics and 
bins and given the learning expe-
rience for the pupils, I would say 
it was money well spent.”

Kenneth Gibson MSP

Dalry Pupils 
Clean Up
From front page
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North Ayrshire Today is a community service funded entirely by 
Community Windpower Ltd. This funding is made possible by 
the generation of clean, green, safe energy generated by our 
turbines at Dalry and Millour Hill wind farms. North Ayrshire 
Today is delivered by Royal Mail to 12,500 local homes, delivering 
one of the largest, if not the largest, potential readerships in the 
area. We feature local businesses, community events, sports 
clubs, individuals and societies at absolutely no cost.
Contact us by emailing: begreendalry@btconnect.com

www.begreencentres.co.uk
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A foundation being laid at Calder Water, 
and the tower and blades of the turbine 
being lifted into position.

NORTH Ayrshire is at the centre of an energy revolution.

Calder Water 
will help real 
people, the 
environment 
and Scotland

OUR turbines are now part of the landscape, helping our children and contributing 
to a Scottish success story yet to reach its peak, reports Peter Jackson.

A Unique Community Approach in the

POWERHOUSE OF EUROPE
Did you know that it is play-

ing a vital part in Scotland lead-
ing the planet in clean, green en-
ergy generation?

We’d all like to receive our 
electricity from a source that is 
clean, safe and will never run out. 
But this isn’t a pipedream – it’s 
happening right here, right now.

The wind turbines on the hills 
above us are producing green 
electricity which will protect the 
environment for ourselves and 
provide an eco-friendly legacy for 
our children for decades to come.

And with the local BeGreen 
Advice Centre contributing to 
local schools, voluntary groups, 
Scouts and community life both 
in terms of infrastructure and 
funding support there are real, 
tangible benefits for surrounding 
towns and villages. 

Indeed the turbines are very 
much part of the Ayrshire land-
scape now and held in affection 
by many in the area.

Wind turbines are an impor-

tant part of Scotland’s energy 
infrastructure, playing their part 
in an ambitious national plan 
drawn up by Holyrood.

The aim is to produce the 
equivalent of 50 per cent of Scot-
land’s electricity from renewable 
sources by 2015 and 100 per cent 
by 2020!

It’s one of the most ambitious 
green energy programmes on the 
planet. Even now, we produce 

enough electricity from renewa-
bles to power the equivalent of 
every house in Scotland. 

Renewable energy comes in 
a number of different forms. As 
well as wind, there’s hydro pow-
er, tidal and marine power, solar 
power, and biomass making use 

of waste.
Being able to har-

ness these clean sourc-
es of power means 
that Scotland is one of 
the luckiest countries 
on Earth.

At present, there 
are an amazing 11,000 
jobs in the renew-
able energy sector in 
Scotland, and our low 

carbon economy is set to create 
a massive 130,000 jobs within 
seven years – that’s more people 
than worked in the Clyde ship-
yards at their peak!

Once we’ve reached our 100 
per cent target, we’ll be produc-
ing twice as much electricity as 

we need allowing us to sell to 
other countries.

The First Minis-
ter, Alex Salmond, 
believes that this will 
be nothing less than a 
new industrial revolu-
tion, adding that Scot-
land can be the “green 
energy powerhouse of 
Europe”.

Community Wind-
power, with its unique 
community engage-
ment policy will con-
tinue to have a role to 

play in the years ahead.
Although Scotland will re-

main rich in oil and 
gas for decades – in-
deed, there’s a second 
oil boom going on right 
now – eventually we’ll 
need to look to other 
sources of fuel.

Renewables are our 
insurance policy for the 
future securing our sup-
ply for the rest of the 
century.

The First Minister 

has said: “Just as our shipyards 
were the workshop of the world 
in the 19th century, the green 
energy revolution gives us the 
chance to become the hi-tech 
workshop of the world in the 21st 
century.

“We’ve probably got the 
greatest resource potential of any 
country on the European conti-
nent – and, in some aspects of re-
newables, in the world. In market 
terms, renewable power will, over 
time, become as big as the oil and 
gas market from Scotland.”

Energy Minister Fergus Ew-
ing, agreed: “Our vision remains 
clear and our goals within reach 

– a secure, sustain-
able energy future 
for Scotland.”

So remember 
when you look up 
at wind turbines 
they’re not just 
helping the commu-
nity – they’re sav-
ing the planet too.

And that’s a 
wind of change we 
all want to see.

“So remember when you look up at wind turbines that 
they’re not just helping the community – they’re saving 
the planet too.”

COMMUNITY WINDPOWER has 
seven operational and consented 
wind farms in Scotland at present. 
The fourth, Calder Water near Kil-
marnock, is currently undergoing 
the fi nal stages of commissioning.

Managing Director Rod Wood is expecting 
great things from the new site. He said: “We 
have invested over £150 million in our projects 
in Scotland since 2006 through our four existing 
sites with a an anticipated further £400 million 
over the next couple of years spread across East 
Lothian, Dumfries and Galloway and East Ayr-
shire.

“Installation of our thirteen turbines at 
Calder Water began in July and finished at the 
end of September. We’re really pleased with the 
smooth installation process and the progress 
we’ve made since then. 

“We expect this new site to provide enough 
clean, green electricity to power over 23,000 
homes annually which is great for the environ-
ment and Scottish economy.

“Our policy of buying Scottish from compa-
nies such as Wind Towers Scotland in Machri-
hanish is paying off in terms of job retention and 
creation while the turbines enable us to continue 
to contribute to our host communities, helping 
real people and organisations in their daily lives.

 “I’m proud to say that we make a difference 
and are able to contribute to the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s ambitious, world leading, climate tar-
gets.”

Fergus Ewing

Alex Salmond

DID YOU KNOW?
A WIND FARM ONLY RECEIVES PLANNING PERMISSION FOR 25 YEARS – 
WHEN A SITE IS CLOSED THE LANDSCAPE IS RESTORED TO ITS ORIGINAL 
CONDITION
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IN our last issue we reported 
on Anne Marie Hamilton and 
her kiltmaking business in 
Dalry. Following publication 
Anne Marie seems to have 
gone from Dalry’s best secret 
to best known craftswoman – 
in one fell swoop!

So much 
so that she’s 
been it touch 
to say how 
busy she is, 
and to let us 
know that in 
order to take 
her business 
forward she’s 
r e b r a n d i n g 
and changing 
name.

So look 
out for Tartan 
Studios, Dalry’s very own kilt-
makers from here on in.

Anne Marie said: “Anyone 
looking on the internet for A M 

Hamilton and Tarty Bag will still 
find us but I feel the new name, 
Tartan Studios is easier to re-
member and much more modern.

“The changes have been well 
received and with our new web-
site now up and running I’m sure 
we’ll continue to attract custom-

ers to this corner of 
Ayrshire.

“Appearing in the 
first issue of North 
Ayrshire Today cer-
tainly helped my pro-
file locally. The free 
publicity I received 
thanks to BeGreen 
and Community 
Windpower would 
have been quite costly. 
It’s a great local ser-
vice especially as the 
paper goes through 

the doors of 12,500 local homes.”
You can fi nd out more 

about Anne Marie by visiting 
tartanstudios.com

TARTAN STUDIOS – A 
PATTERN FOR SUCCESS

BASED in West Kilbride, 
Craft Town of Scotland, 
Happyhills Cakes was 
founded fi ve years ago 
by Emily McGregor. This 
innovative company sup-
plies cakes to a wide va-
riety of clients, both cor-
porate and private, but 
they’re much more than 
just cakes.

As the years have passed Emi-
ly became more interested in cre-
ating unusual celebration cakes 
for special occasions.

She said: “I realised that a 
handmade cake was such a per-
sonal contribution to a celebra-
tion. It says a lot about the people 
concerned, that they have gone to 
the effort of finding an extra spe-

First Friday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Kilbirnie Bridgend Community Centre, Bridgend 
11:15-12:15  Dalry Community Centre, St Margaret’s Avenue
12:30-13:30  Beith Beith Community Centre, Kings Road
First Saturday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Saltcoats Focus Community Centre, Primrose Place
11:15-12:15  Ardrossan Michael Lynch Centre, Princess Street
12:30-13:30  West Kilbride Community Centre, Corse Street
14:00-15:00  Largs Largs Library, Allanpark Street
Second Monday of the Month
My three monthly Arran surgeries are held at different locations
each month. Please see the Arran Banner for details.
Third Saturday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Fairlie Semple Centre, Main Road
11:15-12:15  Largs Largs Library, Allanpark Street
12:45-13:45  Skelmorlie Community Centre, Skelmorlie Castle Road
Third Monday of the Month
10:00-11:00  Saltcoats Argyll Centre, Campbell Avenue
11:15-12:15  Ardrossan Whitlees Community Centre, Carrick Place
13:15-14:15  Cumbrae Garrison House, Millport
Working for the people and communities of Cunninghame North

I hold 16 advice surgeries every month across the 
constituency. Should you need my assistance at 
any time on any matter, please feel free to come 
along. No appointment is necessary.

Kenneth J Gibson MSP
Surgery Times

If you are unable to attend any of my surgeries, please feel free 
to contact me at my constituency offi ce:

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL
Tel: 01294 833 687

Email: kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

HAPPY CAKES
SCOTLAND’S CRAFT
TOWN

WEST KILBRIDE

FOR HAPPY
DAYS IN...

“To do the cakes justice 
takes far more time 
than people imagine.”

cial, unique and delicious focus 
for a party – and it can be really 
flattering for the lucky recipi-
ent.”

The creativity involved in the 
creation of these wonderful cakes 
stems from Emily’s musical and 
graphic design background. Be-
fore that she had worked in bak-
ing and returned to her first love 
when a family came on the scene. 

Initially the cakes fitted round 
family life but have now devel-
oped into a creative career.

Recently Cordon Bleu chef 
Jade Gilchrist joined the business 
and together the girls are enjoy-
ing pushing the business forward 

as they move into the wedding 
market.

“While we make lots of differ-
ent types of cakes, we really love 
working in two specific areas”, 
said Jade, “ First of all the big 
glamorous tiered wedding cakes 
and secondly the sculpted cakes. 
They are both tricky but really 
rewarding to get right.” 

As a result Happyhills Cakes 
can be found at wedding fairs 
across Glasgow, Renfrewshire 
and Ayrshire meeting and ad-
vising prospective brides and 
grooms to be.

It’s a process that Emily real-
ly enjoys: “We have a small cake 
studio at home and couples make 
appointments to come and talk 

to us about their big day – we en-
courage them to bring along any 
items that have helped to create 
the theme for their wedding. We 
love to hear their stories. It’s 
quite a romantic process and of 
course each couple is invited to 
try different samples of cakes! 

From there we create a cake to 
match their aspirations for their 
big day.”

The sculpted cakes often take 
the form of animals, although 
lots of other surprising topics 
have been tackled too all of which 
suits Jade: “We love animals and 
are always thrilled when an order 
comes in from an enthusiastic pet 
owner. We sculpt them in cake 
and chocolate and try to capture 
the personalities of the subjects. 
Sometimes people say they don’t 
want to cut into them but it’s all 
a bit of fun really and they’re far 
too yummy to waste!”

Happyhills Cakes encourage 
people to get in touch as early as 
possible. “To do the cakes justice 
takes far more time than people 
would imagine, some of them can 
take days to make and it’s really 
disappointing when we have to 
turn orders away due to time’, 
explained Emily.

A recent stop was the Scottish 
Wedding Show at the SECC back 
in October while locally commu-
nity cake decorating lessons are 
under way and it’s that local con-
nection that really chimes with 
Emily: “We love being based in 
West Kilbride as the Craft Town 

status encourages so many other 
creative businesses and people. 
It’s such a great place for the 
wedding market too, shops such 
as designer wedding dress shop 
Opus Couture do so much for the 
area. And we are looking forward 
to a day of Christmas creativity 
with local textile business Chook-
iebirdie – a Christmas blitz of 
cake, stitching, log fires and Bing 
Crosbie!’

Keep in touch with Happy-
hills Cakes on Facebook for up to 
date info and offers.
www.happyhillscakes.co.uk

“A party without cake is just a meeting”“A party without cake is just a meeting”
JULIA CHILDS
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TAKE ACTION NOW TO TACKLE

NORMAN KERR, DIRECTOR OF ENERGY ACTION SCOTLAND RETURNS WITH ENERGY SAVING ADVICE

TONY Scott took part in the Great Scottish 10k run in Oc-
tober to raise funds for Ayrshire Hospice. Tony enjoyed 
the event boosted by a generous donation of £200 from 
Community Windpower. 

A NEW website is now in place for 
BeGreen. Launched on October 9 
the site contains all you need to 
know about activities and develop-
ments at three BeGreen centres.

The move has been 
welcomed by Commu-
nity Windpower’s Senior 
Project Manager, Gillian 
Cropper who said: “Good 
communication is so im-
portant to us at Commu-
nity Windpower. We put 
Community at the heart of everything we do. 
Launching the new website gives us a greater 

scope not just to show what’s going on here in 
Ayrshire but on the other side of the country 
at Dunbar too. It’s fair to say that most folk 
don’t fully realise what we do and how Be-
Green interacts with the community, I’m cer-
tain the new website will help better inform 
people and help them too.

“In addition visitors 
will find information on 
our most distant site at 
Camelford, Cornwall in 
the south of England. The 
set up there is very simi-
lar but I have to say the 
weather is a bit warmer!”

Readers can find out more by visiting 
www.begreencentres.co.uk 

New BeGreen Website
Goes Live

“We put community 
at the heart of 
everything we do.”

www.begreencentres.co.uk

AFTER the hot summer we all enjoyed this year, 
it’s hard to face the thought of the winter that is 
almost upon us. Colder weather sees us turn up 
our heating and that in turn means worry about 
energy bills for many local residents in North Ay-
rshire and beyond.

A Warm, Energy 
Effi cient Home is 
really Important

It’s important to make sure 
that the whole of your home is 
heated to a comfortable level. 
Many people don’t realise that 
even the act of moving from a 
warm room to a very cold room 
can be bad for your health. So 
it’s much better to keep all the 
rooms in your home heated to a 
reasonable level so that you can 
move around without noticing 
any changes in temperature. 
Older people and those with 
chronic illnesses need to take 
extra care about keeping warm. 

The recommended tempera-
tures are:  
■ 21°C for the main living ar-

eas such as the living room 
– but if you’re aged over 70 
the living room temperature 
should be 23°C

■ 18°C for other areas such 

as bedrooms, bathrooms and 
halls.
Don’t let the temperature 

in your house fall below 16°C 
and please, BEWARE; tem-

In the kitchen:
■ Don’t overfi ll the kettle – only use as much as you need (but 

make sure the water covers the element).

Doing the laundry:
■ Wait until you have a full load before using your washing ma-

chine.

In the living room:
■ If you’re buying a new television, fi nd out how energy effi cient it 

is. Annual energy costs for 40-inch televisions range from £14 to 
£42. In general terms, the bigger the television, the more energy 
it will use and a plasma screen television will use more energy 
than a LCD television.

Heating and hot water:
■ Check the thermostat on your hot water cylinder. It should be 

set at around 63°C. Any higher and you’ll be paying to heat wa-
ter to a temperature you can’t use it at.

Throughout the home:
■ Avoid leaving goods or appliances on standby – turn them off at 

the socket, and don’t leave mobile phones and other gadgets 
charging for too long. The average home spends up to £90 per 
year for ‘standby’ electricity use!

Did you know?
■ You might be eligible for a Warm Home Discount. Many pension-

ers, as well as others who meet the eligibility criteria, might be 
entitled to a discount of £135 on their electricity bill. You should 
contact your electricity supplier to ask whether you qualify.

TONY’S BEEN RUNNING
ON AYR

Meantime here’s a list of 
Handy Hints from Energy 
Action Scotland that can help 
you save energy (and money) 
around your home and help 
you to have an easier – and 
cheaper winter this year.

Norman Kerr

Cash donation for Ayrshire Hospice

peratures lower than 9°C for two 
hours or more can be really dan-
gerous. Here’s some information 
for you that you may also wish to 
pass to a friend or relative…

Home Energy Scotland

Home Energy Scotland is the 
helpline with information on all 
Scottish Government energy ef-
ficiency initiatives and expert 
advice on how to save energy 
and money in the home. Advi-
sors can tell you what grants 
might be available to you for 
insulation, heating systems or 
boilers. They will also help you 
find out how energy efficient 
you are and check to make sure 
you’re getting all the help avail-
able.

Either see the Home Energy 
Scotland website at: http://www.
energysavingtrust.org.uk/scot-
land/Take-action/Home-Ener-
gy-Scotland or call their Hotline 
on 0808 808 2282. Nothing could 
be easier!

BeGreen Energy 
Advice Centre

It’s also worth popping in to 
the local BeGreen Energy 
Advice Centre at the Cross 
in Dalry for some excellent 
energy advice closer to home. 
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BeGreen and Community Windpower 
are involved in a wide range of com-
munity events, and if anything are in-
creasing the number of local organi-
sations they help, says Sandra Scott. 

Sandra said: “We’re 
kept really busy in the 
shop at Dalry and I 
don’t see that changing 
anytime soon. Although 
winter is here there’s 
still plenty to look for-
ward to both in and out-
doors through our part-
nership with schools 
and local groups.

The sponsorship we 
provided for the Ayr-
shire Hospice Autumn 
Ball helped make it a 
big success, which was 
extremely pleasing given the effort everyone in-
volved put in.

 “I’m also looking forward to seeing the fully 
decorated Christmas trees Community Windpow-
er donated to Dalry Primary, St Palladius Prima-

ry and St Anthony’s Primary in Saltcoats appear 
as Christmas comes closer.” 

Earlier events included the McMillan Coffee 
Morning right at the end of September where 
Community Windpower paid for all the ingredi-
ents for Sandra to bake over 200 scones and as-
sorted cakes. CWL also met the cost of the tea, 

coffee and sundries for 
what was a successful 
event. 

“In addition CWL 
expect a number of indi-
vidual funding requests 
direct to the shop which 
will be to be dealt with 
on application”, says 
Sandra. “As we look 
forward to Christmas 
pantomimes at St Pal-
ladius and Dalry Pri-
mary Schools, the year 
might draw to a dark, 
but noisy close, however 

the kids love the excitement of these shows. Mind 
you, I just wish I had their energy but given that 
we’re all about energy ourselves that seems quite 
appropriate really. We’ll have a great time… Oh 
yes we will!’

Upcoming BeGreen / Community 
Windpower Sponsorship Include: 
■  Torchlight and Tinsel Parade – End of 

November – Dalry
■  Recycled Christmas Decoration Com-

petition Prizes  – St Palladius – Dalry
■  Dalry Primary School Pantomime pro-

gramme – advertising support
■  Raffl e Prize donations to local groups 

including: The Camera Club, Scouts, 
football clubs, visually impaired group 
and rugby teams.

AYRSHIRE – ADDRESSING CLIMATE
CHANGE AND HELPING AFRICA
WHENEVER rain blows remorselessly across 
North Ayrshire – as, sadly, it does all too frequent-
ly – you might be forgiven for thinking that climate 
change in Scotland would be a good thing.

BY
ANDREW COLLIER

“Scotland is ahead of 
Germany, Denmark and 
England for emissions 
reduction.”

Darker days are
here but Sandra’s
still smiling

After all, who wouldn’t want 
a bit more sunshine and a bit less 
rain in a country that is one of 
the wettest in Europe?

Unfortunately, climate 
change doesn’t work like that. 
For a start, it doesn’t necessarily 
mean the Ayrshire weather will 
gradually become more pleasant 
– it can actually mean more rain 
rather than less.

Scotland is likely to get warm-
er, drier, summers, yes – but win-
ters will become even wetter. And 
hotter weather isn’t necessarily a 
good thing.

Climate change is caused 
largely by burning fossil fuels 
such as coal, oil and gas to create 
the energy to power our homes, 
factories, offices and transport. 
Each of these methods of gen-
eration throws out carbon diox-
ide, which is slowly choking the 
planet.

To make matters worse, areas 
of the world’s forests that could 
help naturally absorb these car-
bon dioxide emissions are also 
being systematically destroyed.

One of the great advantages 
of wind power, such as that pro-
duced by local North Ayrshire 
generator Community Wind-

power/BeGreen, is that it doesn’t 
emit any CO2 at all.

The damaging effects of cli-
mate change aren’t something 
we can avoid worrying about for 
now and put off into the future 
– they’re happening at this very 
moment, including here in Scot-
land.

Some parts of the country are 
suffering from negative effects of 
climate change – in the Western 

OUTSIDE of work, one of 
Educational Ranger Pe-
te’s Boustead’s interests, 
is the study of bats. Pete 
is a member of his local 
bat group and during the 
summer they regularly 
go out at night counting 
these fascinating crea-
tures.

Summer’s a busy time for 
the bats too (well the females 
anyway) as this is when they 
have their young.

Bats are 
nocturnal, 
e m e r g i n g 
from their 
roosts to 
feed only 
when it 
starts to 
get dark. 
There are fewer predators and 
less competition for food at 
this time.

If you have noticed bats fly-
ing around your garden this 
summer it’s likely there is a bat 
roost close by. And it’s the Pip-
istrelle bat you’re most likely 

to see. This is our smallest bat 
and can squeeze itself into the 
tiniest space when looking for 
a roosting place. These bats 
seem to like modern comforts 
as some roosts Pete’s group has 
come across have been in fairly 
new houses. Don’t worry, the 
bats don’t actually get into the 
house but roost in spaces in the 
exterior.

All the bats we get in Scot-
land are insect eaters and use 
their amazing sense of hearing 
to find their food. By making 

a high pitched sound and 
then listening out for the 
echo they can detect even 
the tiniest insect as well 
as work out what’s around 
them. This is called echolo-
cation.

Not everyone’s a bat 
lover; some people are actu-

ally quite scared of them. On 
the plus side, Pete just loves 
pointing out the good news… 
one single Pipistrelle can eat 
around 3000 midgies a night. 
Now that’s great news here in 
North Ayrshire… except for 
the midges of course. 

Isles, for instance, drought condi-
tions in late spring are increas-
ing, impacting on agriculture as 
well as food and drink producers.

The good news, though, is 
that Scottish politicians are de-
termined to do everything they 
can to address the problem and 
protect the environment – not 

just at home, but globally.
Four years ago, world-leading 

climate change legislation was 
passed unanimously by the Scot-
tish Parliament. It was one of 
the boldest environmental pro-
tection moves ever seen in these 
islands and commits us to some 
far-reaching targets in reducing 
its damaging effects.

For instance, Scotland is aim-
ing to reduce greenhouse gas 

Bats do us all a favour!

emissions by nearly half – 42 per 
cent – by 2020, and by a massive 
80 per cent by 2050!

Government ministers have 
to report regularly to the Scot-
tish Parliament on the progress 
they are making and public bod-
ies have a duty to play their part.

Scotland’s Environment 

Minister, Paul Wheelhouse, is 
an enthusiastic advocate for 
addressing the problems of cli-
mate change. Mr Wheelhouse 
has urged everyone to commit to 
higher levels of ambition to tack-
le climate change.

He points out that Scotland is 
now halfway to meeting its 2020 
emissions target, adding that this 
country is already a European 
leader in this area.

“The fact that Scotland tops 
the EU-15 countries for emis-
sions reduction – ahead of Ger-
many, Denmark and England 
and significantly higher than 
the EU27 countries’ average of 
14.3% – is testament to our level 
of ambition and the work that 
has been undertaken so far”, Mr 
Wheelhouse adds.

Not all has gone as smooth-
ly as the Scottish Government 
would have liked – in 2010, it just 
missed its benchmark figure – 

but the minister is confident that 
future targets will be met.

He said: “We are very clear 
about the scale of the challenge 
and are taking action to deliver 
the emissions reductions within 
our powers. But worldwide action 
is necessary.

“I want to see more action 
and higher levels of ambition 
across the world, and I hope that 
other countries will be encour-
aged to match Scotland’s level of 
ambition.”

Introducing tough carbon 
dioxide targets isn’t just about 
Scotland being an environmental 
leader and a good global citizen, 
important though that is.

It also has real economic ben-
efits. A clean environment is vital 
for industries such as agriculture, 
and being seen as a clean, green 
country will have real benefits for 
tourism, including in Ayrshire, 
where visitors flock to attractions 
such as our fantastic golf courses, 
coastal towns and unique Burns 
heritage trail.

As well as setting an example 
of good practice here at home, 
the Holyrood government is also 
working to help alleviate the ef-
fects of climate change in devel-
oping countries.

The first round of its Climate 
Justice Fund was launched last 
year, with £3 million being allo-
cated to support water projects 
in Malawi, Rwanda, Zambia and 
Tanzania.

In each case, the aim is to in-
crease the resilience of local com-
munities to the impact of climate 
change.
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Before I begin I should 
point out that the Hoots 
Forever Home is not open 
to the general public but 
accepts visits by appoint-
ment from organised 
groups such as schools, 
local interest groups and 
camera clubs.

Founded and operated 
by American born Lisa 
Kennedy, the centre is a 
not-for-profit organisation 
based at her home and 
extremely large garden 
grounds on the outskirts of 
Dalry.

The impressive work 
carried out on behalf of our 
feathered friends is very 
demanding both in time 
and cost. I asked Lisa to 
explain the beginnings and 
ethos of the centre and to 
outline the work they do.

“We care for the birds 
quietly and to be honest 
don’t really seek too much 
publicity as so many of 
them have been treated 
badly by humans”, she said. 
“Our beginnings were very 

DID you know that Scotland’s one, if not only OSCR registered Bird of 
Prey Sanctuary is on your doorstep – right here in North Ayrshire?

Hoots forever home: Lisa Kennedy from Hoots Forever Home paid a visit with one of her rescued 
owl to the BeGreen shop. As you can see the owl was very nosey and inspected the shop closely. 
She then found herself a perch and went to sleep while Lisa and I had a coffee.  

Contact: Lisa Marie Gilgannon-Kennedy  Hoots Forever Home
 4 Bridgend, Dalry KA24 4DA  01294 834549  07812 389665
 hootsforeverhome@yahoo.co.uk  facebook.com@hootsforeverhome

HOOTS FOREVER HOME IS A REGISTERED CHARITY, IS IBR REGISTERED, A10 LICENSED AND FULLY INSURED.

THE Hoots Forever Home is an in-
dependently run centre and does 
terrifi c work caring for a number of 
birds, many of which, sadly, have 
been victims of cruelty. Peter Jack-
son went along to fi nd out more.

HootsHootsHootsHootssaving birds of prey

humble and started quite 
by chance really. We began 
with only one owl, which I 
actually took on originally 
as therapy for my autistic 
son, Iain.

“My family had gone 
out for the day on a wild-
life experience trip during 
which we noticed that he 

showed real interest and 
love for a barn owl. I real-
ised the therapeutic aspect 
of what was happening, did 
a bit of research and when 
the opportunity arose to 
care for an owl of our own 
took the plunge into the 
unknown.

“Before I knew it Igor, 
our Eurasian owl, was a 
member of the 
family and the 
rest is history. 
He’s a typical 
example of a 
bird that has 
been terribly 
treated by 
cruel people. 
We got him 
via the RSPB 
and he came 
all the way 
from Wales 
where he had 
been kept on a 
busy housing 
estate – quite the wrong 
environment for any bird 
of prey – worse, he was 
discovered being kept in a 
toilet during a drugs raid. I 
was subsequently asked if I 
could house him and things 
just grew from there.”

Lisa is keen to point 
out that, like Igor, most of 
her birds have come from a 
very sorry background.

She said: “When the 
birds come into our care 
we have to work extremely 
hard over a long period to 
win their trust. Some have 
been shamefully abused 
and it can take patience 
and time to gain their 
confidence. We keep them 
in outside aviaries in our 

grounds, as close to nature 
as possible and so they do 
come around eventually 
but it’s very much an exer-
cise in patience.”

The Hoots Forever Cen-

tre may be something of a 
one-off in Scotland, where 
birds of prey are concerned 
but it’s not only the birds 
that benefit from such a 
kind and loving environ-
ment.

Lisa continued: “We 

have a lot of volunteers 
who come in to work with 
the birds. We’re very lucky 
as they help with the day-
to-day feeding programme 
and the cleaning of the 
aviaries while also taking 
the birds out for handling, 
which is so important in 
the healing process.

“Sympathetic handling 
makes it easier for us to 

take the birds out to com-
munity events as they ad-
just to the kindness of hu-
mans once again.

“We’re really grate-
ful to our wonderful vol-
unteers. They’re a really 
mixed bunch of children, 

adults and disabled people. 
Each has their own unique 
way of interacting with the 
birds and many of our vol-
unteers derive real pleas-
ure and health benefits 
from building relationships 
with the birds.”

The prime reason Lisa’s 
centre keeps a low profile is 
to protect an environment 
that is specifically designed 
to ensure the birds recover 
from injuries and trauma 
caused by accidents and 
maltreatment.

However, on the occa-
sions when the birds are 
seen in public the good folk 
at Hoots ask for donations 
to help with running costs, 
many of which are met by 
Lisa.

She explained: “Run-
ning Hoots has 
become a la-
bour of love for 
me so I don’t 

mind the expense but it is 
nice to get a wee bit of help 
every now and again.

“Our mission is to pre-
serve the earth’s biological 
diversity and to secure the 
future of threatened bird 
species while allowing lo-
cal people to learn about 
these beautiful creatures 
through display, exercises, 
community events and ex-
ercise days.

“When we interact with 
the public we provide in-
formation on the values, 
nature and habitat of these 
beautiful birds. It’s been a 
very gratifying journey so 
far.”

“We don’t seek too much publicity as 
many of the birds have been treated 
badly by humans.”

An organised visit enjoys a 
day at the centre.
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“I’m sure I speak for 
everyone... when I say it 
was a very worthwhile 
experience and gratefully 
received.”

EARLIER this year a number of Primary 6/7 pu-
pils from St Palladius Primary School Dalry trav-
elled to Winmarleigh Hall in Lancashire on a trip 
made possible by a signifi cant fi nancial contribu-
tion of £4,300 from Community Windpower and 
BeGreen.

Winmarleigh Hall offers a range of residential courses de-
signed to stimulate, educate and motivate primary school pu-
pils. Their multi-activity courses provide land and water based 
activities that really appeal to children while providing a broad-
based, fun, educational experience.

Educational Ranger Pete Boustead asked pupils, Calum Jol-
liffe and Jodie Gorman to write an account of their cross-border 
trip for our Ranger Pete’s pages…

“We set off at 10 am on the 
Monday morning and got to Win-
marleigh at approximately 3pm 
in the afternoon. It was a long 
journey. Later on that evening we 
settled into our rooms and then 
went outside and played a game 
called ambush.

“On Tuesday we did the zip 
wire and trapeze, it was great 
fun. In the afternoon we had 
team challenge and orienteering. 
We all had a great time because 
our instructor Ashlie was really 
funny. Later on that evening we 
had robot wars where we would 
make a robot out of cardboard 
and then fling flour and water at 
each other!

“On Wednesday we did fenc-
ing and archery. Fencing was fun 
because not many of us had done 
it before. After fencing we did ar-
chery and we had a contest to see 
who was best. In the afternoon 
we did the giant’s swing which 

was basically a giant swing and 
IT WAS AWESOME! Then we did 
Jacob’s ladder which was a huge 
ladder where the space between 
the rungs got wider and wider.

“On Thursday morning we 
did canoeing with Matt and 
Emma. It was great fun because 
we played mini games and prac-
tised our tactics. In the afternoon 
we did quad biking with Sean and 
Emma. Later that afternoon we 
did all aboard, where you had to 
get three people on a small plat-
form on top of a pole that looked 
like a telegraph pole.

“On Friday we did abseiling 
and wall climbing. Abseiling was 
AMAZING because it was really 
high up. Wall climbing was cool 
too. We left Winmarleigh at 1:30 
in the afternoon and got back to 
the school at 5:45 at night.

“Overall Winmarleigh was a 
great outdoor experience and we 
recommend it for anyone as it is 
great for building confidence.”

Mrs. Bernadette Gibb, Head 
Teacher at St. Palladius Primary 
School said the trip was a great 
success: “The children were great 
and well-behaved which is saying 
something for a road trip that 
took the best part of five to six 
hours!

“An experience like this is 
excellent for the pupils. They 
take so much from it. Travel-
ling and living in a group situa-
tion is a new experience to most 
of the children, some of them 
hadn’t even spent a night away 
from their parents before. Dur-

ing the stay they learned to work 
and co-operate with one another 
in an environment far removed 
from the classroom. Learning 
to work as a team is excellent 

COMMUNITY WINDPOWER FUNDING HELPS PROVIDE A SPECIAL EXPERIENCE FOR DALRY CHILDREN

DEER
FOX
BADGER
OTTER
SQUIRREL
STOAT
WEASEL

The answers read forwards, backwards, up, down and diagonally

Can you fi nd these Scottish animals in the grid below?

R W T V J K O W L I
E I S Q G E E E Q I
G L C Z L A R R U B
D D E O S R K A Y A
A C V E I O H B S T
B A L U X T R B A S
M T Q O I T E I H H
G S F X J E E T A R
M P M N F R D D R E
T A O T S Q Z F E W

Just for
Fun...
Animal 
Wordsearch

BAT
WILDCAT
HARE
RABBIT
SHREW
VOLE

Our English Adventure . . .
training for life beyond school, 
and don’t forget the adventure 
side of it. That’s very appealing 
to youngsters. The entire experi-
ence stretched young minds and 
helped show this computer gener-
ation that there is so much fun to 
be had outdoors. The school and 
the children themselves are very 
grateful to Community Wind-
power and BeGreen for helping 
to fund the trip in such a major 
way.  The cost of the trip would 
have been excessive for a lot of 
families without their support.

It was great to have Ranger 
Pete with us on the trip too, he 
visits the school and supports the 
pupils in so many ways; they al-
most see him as part of the school 
staff now! 

“I’m sure I speak for every-
one; parents, children, staff and 
school, when I say it was a very 
worthwhile experience and grate-
fully received.”

Scaling the heights with St Palladius.

No road tax 
required.

RangerPete’sPAGES
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RangerPete’sPAGES

Send your stories and pictures to
pete@communitywindpower.co.uk
or bring them into the BeGreen 
Shop at the Cross, Dalry.

THE Primary 5’s from Dalry Primary School visited the 
Viking Festival in Largs back in September in what is a 
particularly special year as this is the 750th anniversary 
of the Battle of Largs.

The children learnt about Viking life and the various crafts and trades 
they worked in and enjoyed viewing the fantastic reconstructions of a 
Viking and Scots village on the front.

DALRY KIDS INVADE LARGS

St Palladius
children dig
for Scotland in
Renfrewshire...

THE Eco-committee from St Palladius Pri-
mary took the short trip over to Renfrews-
hire to visit the Lochwinnoch Community 
Garden where they helped grow native as-
pen trees with Eadha Enterprises. 

It’s estimated that there are fewer than 600 as-
pen left in the whole of Scotland and Eadha – which 
is Gaelic for Aspen (and pronounced Eh-yuh) – are 
focusing on conserving and propagating this threat-
ened species for the benefi t of wildlife and communi-
ties.

The children learned all about Aspen/Eadha con-
servation and the important role this species plays 
in woodland biodiversity. Over the morning they pot-
ted up over 700 small saplings for growing over the 
summer months. These will eventually be planted in 
various sites across the country to help re-establish 
this increasingly rare and beautiful tree in Scotland.

Peter Livingstone the project manager at Loch-
winnoch thanked Community Windpower for sup-
porting the project and for making the childrens’ visit 
possible. 

Two children summed up their 
day perfectly saying: “My trip to 
the Vikingar was great. I loved see-
ing the exhibition and saw what 
it was like in the longhouse, and 
I loved the Viking village and the 
Scots village and saw the differ-
ences of how they lived.” Calum.

“I loved the Vikingar, especially 
the Viking village with all the treas-
ures. The Scots village was good 
too with a much different feel from 
the Viking one. To sum it up it was 
tremendous.” Eilidh.

I’m pleased to report that like 
Calum and Eilidh everyone had 
a great time and as always the 
school were very grateful for the 
funding support from Community 
Windpower.

Eadha

Aspen

An impressive
approach from
BeGreen

STEFAN MURRAY is studying for a BSc 
(Hons) in Green Technology at Scottish Rural 
University College (SRUC) at the Riverside 
campus in Ayr. As part of his studies he spent 
some time working alongside Pete Boustead 
who asked him to write a brief article on the 
subject of Renewable Energy for NA Today.

RENEWABLE energy is available in many forms 
such as solar and geothermal with wind argua-
bly being the most familiar. Scotland is a world 
leader in wave and tidal energy and these have 
the potential to satisfy much of Scotland’s pow-
er requirements. 

Wind power can certainly 
provoke controversy but it is 
a necessary part of the energy 
mix. However, whenever ener-
gy companies such as Commu-
nity Windpower 
engage with the 
local community 
many miscon-
ceptions are put 
to rest and the 
benefits to the 
community are 
realised.

 No energy 
source becomes 
available with-
out problems 
and challenges, 
however, those 
associated with 
renewables are 
less intractable 
than those of fossil fuels or nu-
clear. 

Advances in wind turbine 
technology such as the use of 
high temperature supercon-

ducting materials, direct drive 
systems and improved mate-
rial science will improve reli-
ability, reduce operational and 
maintenance costs and drive 
down energy prices.   

Wind energy lowers con-
sumer’s energy bills due to the 
way in which the energy mar-
ket is set up by what is termed 
the Merit Order Effect and 
the very low marginal costs of 
wind. 

Conventional power sta-
tions have been in develop-
ment for over 100 years; nu-

clear versions for around 70 
years but renewable technolo-
gies are a much more recent 
development. Research and 
development costs in renewa-

bles up to now 
pales before the 
support given to 
the nuclear in-
dustry from its 
nascent period 
to the present. 

Some of the 
detractors of 
wind energy fo-
cus on the aes-
thetics of wind. 
However, the 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
of the rail net-
work and the 
setting up of the 
National Grid 

(pylons, transmission lines, 
substations) is now accepted as 
a necessity despite initially be-
ing vigorously opposed.

This acceptance will also 

be extended to wind turbines 
in due course; indeed the signs 
are that is already the case. 

We must all embrace re-
newables in order to reduce 
our reliance on the finite na-
ture of fossil fuels and urani-
um, to combat climate change 
and obtain energy security. 

I enjoyed my time at Com-
munity Windpower and wish 
Pete and the team at the Be-
green Advice Centre the very 
best for what is an impressive 
community involvement ap-
proach to renewable energy.

“We must all embrace renewables in order 
to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels.”

Stefan Murray

      Calum and
Eilidh report...
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THE club consists of an extremely varied group of indi-
viduals and characters and meets once a week. Meetings 
are on a Wednesday evening from September to May, at 
the Rosearden Centre, Courthill Street, Dalry; from 7pm 
to 9pm. There is a yearly fee of £15 and a weekly tea and 
coffee fund of 50 pence, per person.

All members have an interest in drawing and painting in vari-
ous mediums from watercolours and acrylics to pastels, oils and 
gouaché. On pre-selected dates the club has a “master class”, 
where members follow guidelines in a particular theme or enjoy 
demonstrations or DVD sessions, where an artist teaches tech-
niques and tips.

Well established, the club was formed in 1958, by local artist 
Alex Gibson together with a group of local enthusiasts who held 
their fi rst ever meeting in the James Street clinic.

In the years since, the club has made use of a variety of ven-
ues and can be found at present operating from the Rosearden 

Centre in Courthill Street on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm to 9pm. Members paint using all mediums 

and enjoy exhibiting at local open art shows. 
Most recently, you might have seen their 

exhibition at the Dalry Library.
Fiona Knight is the person to call 

for more information. She said: “Why 
not come along and join our friendly 
group and make art happen for you. 

If you’re interested, please call me on 
01294 832 919 or 01294 835 982. Af-

ter all, there is never a better time than 
now!”

AS one of the Trustees and volunteers who care for the exceptional 
listed buildings which make up this ‘Four Star’ visitor attraction I some-
times wonder as to why people from every corner of the world can fi nd 
us – and indeed make repeat visits – yet local people tend to come only 
when they have visitors themselves!

HOW long does it take to not be regarded as a “hid-
den gem?” After twenty-six years of being open to the 
public, the Museum of Ayrshire Country Life and Cos-
tume at Dalgarven Mill still seems to come as a huge 
surprise to the thousands of families who live within a 
ten-mile radius of its impressive front door.

Robert Ferguson is one of the trustees at the museum, 
not only a trustee but volunteer too. North Ayrshire Today 
asked him to outline the museum’s aims and to tell us a lit-
tle about this excellent local attraction and resource.

Situated in a deep glen on 
the banks of the River Garnock 
between Dalry and Kilwinning 
the buildings are sheltered 
from view from the main road. 
Indeed traffic on the busy A737 
drives past at such a pace that 
it is understandable that many 
of the people in those vehicles 
just don’t know we are here. 
Yes, we may be easily missed 
by the modern world but when 
we are ‘discovered’ visitors are 
somewhat surprised at the win-
dow to the past we provide. To 
quote a recent visitor: “To walk 
through the green arch into the 
courtyard is as close as it comes 
to finding another world”, or as 
we like to call it: “The Living 
Past”.

It is however only living be-
cause my wife Moira and I set 
about restoring the eight hun-
dred year old relic, formerly 
owned by Kilwinning Abbey, af-
ter the mill, and buildings, were 
gifted to us by a relative. The 
Ferguson family had worked at 
the mill since 1880 and owned it 
from 1922. 

Our restoration took many 
years. It was a labour of love 

Artistic? Like painting and drawing? 
Then Dalry Art Club is for you!

The museum of Ayrshire country life and costume

Dalgarven Mill
ON YOUR DOORSTEP

“Visitors are surprised at our window to the past.”

and a real challenge too. Our 
desire to create a new life for 
the buildings led us to combine 
our interest in history and dra-
ma to fill the varied spaces of 
the extensive four-storey build-
ing with machinery, tools, furni-
ture and costume, which we did 
successfully.

In 1993 it was clear that the 
workload involved in running 
and maintaining the property 
as volunteers was beyond our 
capacity, and so we formed a 
charitable trust and transferred 
everything over to it – a move 

that proved to be the correct 
one. 

The mix of both male and 
female achievements in society 
we portray presents a detailed 
and hopefully loving picture of 
those people who went before 
us and coped with life without 
the gadgetry of modern life. 
Visitors often wonder where all 
of our historic items came from, 
but as the exhibitions were, and 
are, about the local community 

who actually used the mill, the 
only possible source for exhibits 
was the community itself.

We began our collection by 
contacting the hundred or more 
customers the mill had when it 
closed. We begged and borrowed 
from farms, cottages, smallhold-
ings and country houses. As at-
tics, lofts, cheese rooms, sheds 
and stackyards revealed their 
historical treasure a collection 
worthy of display was created. 
These items formed the basis of 
the mill’s commitment to (and 
from) the local community.

Nowadays, we welcome 
schools and other organised 
groups on a regular basis. We’re 
always willing to join in local 
activities through the Museum 
Forum and in joint exhibitions 
with museums from further 
afield.

Nature has also been kind to 
us. The lovely riverside path we 
have close by attracts wildlife 
and humans – with or without 
their dogs – on a regular basis. 

Its characteristics may change 
with the seasons but its beauty 
is unquestioned and remains 
to be enjoyed by all throughout 
the year. 

Meantime, our large cos-
tume exhibition spaces are of-
fered to local groups over the 
winter months. This year – 
from November to February 
– Rosalie Furlong will stage a 
one-woman show of her stun-
ning quilts and embroideries – 

well worth a visit!
Also part of our complex 

is the Byre Antiques shop, an 
ideal place for a wee look and 
perhaps a purchase to take 
home. For those who yearn for 
a cuppa, the Coffee Room is al-
ways open. Famous for its home 
baking and homemade soups it 
provides a great place to put the 
feet up and relax. Both are open 
without the need to access the 
museum.

Further details can be gained from our web site at www.dalgarvenmill.org.uk

Attention
!

Attention
!

all Artists
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DALRY ‘Fit and Fifty’ group are getting even fi tter thanks 
to a £150 grant from Community Windpower towards the 
cost of exercise bands. Community Windpower’s Direc-
tor, Diane Wood commented “These days looking after 
your fi tness and well-being is more important than ever. 
Contributing to the funding of this equipment is one small 
way in which we can help local over-fi fties take part in an 
exercise regime using up-to-date equipment”.

WE are continually developing our profi le within the local community and are regularly ap-
proached by various local groups and clubs for fi nancial support towards their wide ranging 
requests, from sponsorship for sports kit and equipment, to funding for transportation costs 
and days out, through to sponsorship for fundraising challenges and even raffl e prizes for local 
events. 

If you are a local club or community group, or if you have a specifi c project or event com-
ing up, and you are looking for support, then BeGreen Dalry and Community Windpower may 
be able to assist with funding available from Dalry and Millour Hill Community Wind Farms. To 
make a request, please send a covering letter with a completed application form to BeGreen 
Dalry, 5 The Cross, Dalry, KA24 5AL or deliver it to the shop personally. Alternatively please 
email the details with a covering email to begreendalry@btconnect.com.
We look forward to receiving your enquiries.

LOOKING FOR LOCAL FUNDING…?

AT BeGreen we’re proud to 
be an integral part of the 
local community here in 
North Ayrshire. In partner-
ship with Community Wind-
power we have helped local 
organisations, arranged ed-
ucational visits to schools, 
and in some cases organ-
ised grants for a whole va-
riety of local events and de-
serving causes.

In addition we’ve even fund-
ed a very successful Jobsfare in 
Ardrossan allowing hundreds 
of local people to meet and ap-

proach potential employers. In 
fact to date we’ve donated over 
£1.2 million into local organisa-
tions in our host communities 
by way of grant funding. 

As our presence in the local 
community develops and goes 
from strength to strength, we 
would like to keep up to date 
with all local organisations, 
community groups and societies. 
Therefore if you are the leader 
or a member of a local organi-
sation, we would be delighted if 
you could get in touch and pro-
vide us with your details. Either 
pop in to the Centre, telephone 
Sandra on 01294 835881, or 
email begreendalry@btcon-
nect.com

BeGreen and 
Community 
Windpower 
– a winning 

partnership for 
North Ayrshire

Cllr ROBERT BARR,
Dalry & West Kilbirde
1st Monday of every month
Barrmill Community Centre
1 Beith Road, Barrmill KA15 1HW 
6.30pm-7.30pm 
1st Monday of every month
Dalry Community Centre,
St Margarets Avenue,
Dalry KA24 4BA 
8.00pm-9.00pm 
1st Tuesday of every month
West Kilbride Community 
Centre, Corse Street, West 
Kilbride KA23 9AX 
6.30pm-7.30pm

Cllr JOHN BELL,
Kilbirnie & Beith
1st Tuesday of every month 
Beith Community Centre
Kings Road, Beith KA15 2BQ 
7.00pm-8.00pm

1st Thursday of every month 
Radio City 1A Bridgend,
Kilbirnie KA25 7DF  
7.00pm-8.00pm

COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES
Cllr ANTHEA DICKSON, 
Kilbirnie & Beith
1st Monday of every month 
The Library Avils Place 
Kilbirnie KA25 6BL   
6.30pm-7.30pm 
3rd Saturday of every month 
Bridgend Community Centre,
19 Bridgend, Kilbirnie KA25 7DJ  
9.45am-10.45am
3rd Saturday of every month 
Beith Community Centre, 45-47 
Kings Road, Beith KA15 2BQ  
11.00am-12.00noon

Cllr JEAN HIGHGATE, 
Kilbirnie & Beith
Constituents who wish to 
contact Councillor Highgate 
may do so by telephoning 
(01505) 503783

Cllr ELIZABETH MCLARDY 
Dalry & West Kilbride
Constituents who wish to 
contact Councillor McLardy 
may do so by telephoning 
(01294) 822636

Cllr CATHERINE MCMILLAN, Dalry & West Kilbride
3rd Monday of every Month 
Barmill Community Centre
Beith Road, Barmill KA15 1HW
6.00pm-7.00pm 
3rd Thursday of every month 
Dalry Community Centre 
St Margaret’s Avenue,
Dalry KA24 4BA
7.00pm-8.00pm

3rd Saturday of every month
West Kilbride Community 
Centre, Corse Street, West 
Kilbride KA23 9AX 
10.00am-11.00am

A HUNDRED AND FIFTY
– FOR FIT ’N FIFTY!

Register your club, society, 
charity or local interest
group with BeGreen

Energy Advisor
Sandra Scott

Name of Organisation/Group

Contact Name

Telephone

Mobile

Email

Contact Address

Background Information

Details of your request
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SPORT
NA today

Adults and children and Club 
bookings too. If you fancy 
going along here’s a wee bit 
of further information.

8 Hours, 4 fi sh, plus
catch and release £22

6 Hours, 3 fi sh, plus
catch and release £18

4 Hours, 2 fi sh, plus
catch and release £14.50

8 Hours catch and
release £15

4 Hours catch and
release £10

Parent and Child
under 14 – 5 fi sh £26

£1 OAP and under 14 Child 
concession

Glenburn can be found at 
Dalry Moor Road, Fairlie 
KA29 0EQ. Telephone: 
01475 560107 or 07540 534 
574. Email:glenburntroutf
isheryfairlie@g mail.com

GREAT FISHING 
AT GLENBURN

Garnock - a club 
dedicated to youth 
development

LOOKING GOOD AT BEITH

HOPEFULLY Garnock 
Rugby Club youngsters 
Ewan Anderson and Kerr 
Stalker (pictured) will 
one day emulate their 
seniors and bring back 
the Shield to Lochshore. 
Just as the Glengarnock 
side did in the most dra-
matic of circumstances 
at Murrayfi eld in 2008.

That historic final against Kirk-
caldy was settled in the most dra-
matic of circumstances. Following 
a sensational Kirkcaldy fight-back, 
the sides were level at 24-24 with 
only ten minutes left to play. The 
game raged from end to end as the 
final whistle approached. Then up 
popped stand-in captain Paul Mc-
Crorie with a try three minutes 
from time to spark scenes of wild 
celebration amongst the large Ayr-
shire travelling support.

That 31-24 final victory was 
without doubt the highlight of the 
club’s history – but was also signifi-
cant for another important reason 
– all but two of the squad of 22 were 
home grown players, a fact that 

perfectly demonstrates the club’s 
commitment to developing the tal-
ents of young players.

Recently, the club’s juniors ben-
efited from a £400 grant from Com-
munity Windpower towards the 
cost of team kit. 

“We were delighted to help”, 
said Community Windpower Direc-
tor Diane Wood. “Sport of all kinds 
is so beneficial for children and 
young people and I think that hav-
ing clubs of the calibre of Garnock 
Rugby Club within a community is 
really beneficial, teaching young-
sters good habits, team sport and, 

in these days of computers and oth-
er distractions, is a source of great 
exercise. 

“Their attitude to bringing on 
their own young players can only 
help youngsters enhance their 
skills, benefit the club and help de-
velop rugby in Ayrshire.”

The Glengarnock outfit current-
ly ply their trade in West Region 
Division 2 and play at Lochshore 
where they provide rugby coaching 
for all age groups.

If you would like more in-
formation about the club visit 
www.garnock.com

SANDRA SCOTT of BeGreen recent-
ly took to the pitch to present a £400 
cheque to the boys of Beith Juniors 
2000s.

The funds were put towards the purchase of 
smart new rain jackets for the team, so not only 
will the boys stay dry, they’ll look good in the pro-
cess!

The team plays in the Paisley, Johnstone and 
District Youth Football League, which is a ‘devel-
opmental league’. As that description suggests 
it’s a league dedicated to developing the skills of 
all participating players, a laudable primary objec-
tive. Best of luck lads!

THE Glenburn Fishery (as featured in our last 
issue) has seen a increase in numbers over 
what turned out to be a better and busier sum-
mer than many local fi shermen would have 
thought.

The Fishery kindly agreed to make copies of North Ayr-
shire Today available to visitors and members. So when San-
dra Scott of BeGreen visited at the end of September to agree 
this issue she found lots of activity and a few smiling faces.

None was wider than Iain Yuill’s cheery grin as he had just 
bagged a couple of lovely 
fish for his tea.  Having 
carefully packed away a 
common rainbow trout 
Iain also caught this 
beautiful Blue Trout. 

He said: “This is a ter-
rific place to fish; tran-
quil even when busy and 
with changing, moody 
skies. Just perfect. Iain 
looks happy with his ef-
forts!
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